Stour Vale Letter No.209

Services in the Stour Vale - Sunday 14t April

9:15am Parish Communion Buckhorn Weston
10:30am  Morning Worship Stour Provost (CW)
11:00am  Parish Communion Fifehead Magdalen
11:00am  Morning Worship Kington Magna

Readings for Sunday 14t April 3rd Sunday of Easter
Zephaniah 3.14-end Acts 3.12-19
Luke 24.36b -48

Other Benefice services/events coming up in April:
Every Tuesday - Said Morning Prayer 9:30am West Stour Church

Every Wednesday - Said Holy Communion 10:30am East Stour Church
Friday 19t - Service in a Pub 11am The Ship West Stour (details below)
Tuesday 234 - Benefice Lunch 12:30pm The Crown East Stour
Thursday 25t April - Stour Vale Prayer Group 2pm East Stour
APCMs Thursday 17t Todber 2pm - Wednesday 24t Buckhorn Weston 7pm
Tuesday 30t April Kington Magna 6:30pm

Acts 3.12-19 (NIV)

When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you
stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be
killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the
Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 1> You killed the author of life,
but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man
whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that
has completely healed him, as you can all see.

17“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer.
19Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may
come from the Lord,

Luke 24.36b -48 (NIV)

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.”

37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them,
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 3? Look at my hands
and my feet. [t is  myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see [ have.”
40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence.

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that
is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what
is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 7 and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 4 You are
witnesses of these things.




Megan Carter writes: “There are times when the heavens seem as brass, and so [ wrote this poem as an
encouragement (myself included) for when life is difficult.”

The God who answers prayer

There is a God who answers prayer
Who intercedes before the throne,
The Son of God who ever cares,

Do not believe you walk alone.

When life seems hard, no answers come
He knows the path that you now tread
Believe on Him though all seems lost
He knows about the tears you shed.

Hold on to Him who is your strength,
Although it seems there’s no way through,
Though pain and heartache both are near,
Who holds the world holds also you.

There is a day when all is clear

A day when we all understand
That all our lives but marked a way
That led us to the Promised Land.

By Megan Carter

Praying for our communities

This week in the Stour Vale we pray for the community in Fifehead Magdalen, the
congregation of St Mary Magdalene and all who live and work in and around the
village. Please find a few moments in your week to remember this community.

And we pray for:
Those in our communities who are ill or recovering at home, for those in hospital or care, and for
those who are waiting for procedures and surgery. And we remember those who have lost loved ones
and miss them. We pray for those who find life difficult, particularly the lonely, isolated and afraid,
those who feel themselves forgotten or unloved, and those who are low in spirits or find the world a
confusing place. May they all know the healing presence of God’s love.

In particular we pray for:
Henrietta (KM), Barry (SR) and Margaret (WS) and all known to us, or only to God, who are ill and in
need of prayer.

And for the bereaved family and friends of Shelia Kerby (KM).

If anyone would like to be included in our prayers, please ask your Church Warden
to let Jill know, or contact her direct - details at the end of the newsletter.
Please remember if you asking on behalf of someone else,
check they are happy for their name to be included.

Other Prayers

The Archbishops’ Prayer for Ukraine

God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine. We pray for peace and the laying down of
weapons. We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to
them.



We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide
their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would
hold and protect them. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen

Prayer for the situation in Israel
O God, we pray for all the children of Abraham in Israel and Palestine and in every country of the
world.

We pray for Muslims, Jews and Christians that we will draw on the best of our traditions to guide us
away from words and acts of division and discrimination so that everyone may be free to live in safety.
Protect the vulnerable, strengthen the fearful and comfort the grieving.

In Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Private Prayer

Many of our churches are open throughout the week for private prayer. Please
do take advantage of this, and if you visit our beautiful churches and feel you can
make a donation to their life and upkeep, please do so. It would be very much
appreciated.

Prayer Walking in our community
Prayer walking is just what it sounds. You pray as you walk.

What is the point? Think of it as stepping out as God’s children, to intercede for those who are living in
your community. Be intentional about praying for God’s blessings on what you see and feel.

Simply praying: “Your Kingdom come, your will be done...” is an excellent start.

Prayer walking is NOT about being seen to be praying, you are not doing it to ‘show off”. It is about
seeing your neighbourhood with compassion, and then praying for God’s mercy and blessing to be
upon it.

So, as you go along, you can pray quietly, or in silence. If you do want to pray out loud, take a friend
along, so that it will seem merely as if you are chatting. In fact, when you do a prayer walk, it is best not
to do it alone. Always try and go with someone else. After all, Jesus sent His disciples out in pairs.

On your prayer walk, try and be aware of what God is saying to you as you move around the
community. As the former Archbishop of York, Lord Sentamu, once advised: “If any Bible verses pop
into your head or if you have any pictures, visions or words of knowledge, turn these into prayer.”

At the end of the prayer walk, share with others what you prayed for, and heard from God. Write any
impressions down, so you can keep track of how you have prayed for your area.

Again, to quote Lord Sentamu, “If you feel that God has highlighted specific needs or challenges, think
about how to take action. Could you or the church be part of God’s solution practically, as well as
prayerfully?”

Parish Pump

God loves the way you smile.
A happy heart makes the face cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit. Proverbs 15:13

A goofy grin or a shy little smile. Beaming from ear to ear. Whatever your style, your smile is one of
your most beautiful features. Because it isn’t really about lips or teeth or rosy cheeks. It's about being
so full of the love and joy and hope and kindness of the Lord that you simply can’t hold it in. You've
just got to share it with the world .. . with a great big grin!

Yes, God love the way you smile, especially when it’s because of Him.

From ‘100 Things God Loves about You’ by Tama Fortner



It's church, but not as you

: 0 ﬁh 0
know it!
Join us for a drink, a chat [r[] g [r“
and a chance to spend

some time with God.

Stour Vale Bcnefice
Service

in the
Pup

Tea and coffee will be provided, and the
licenced bar will be open throughout for
those who would like to buy a drink.

After the service, feel free to leave or stay =
for a drink. If anyone would like to stay and =Sk
have lunch, we would advise you to reserve The Shlp Inn,

a table in the usual way. West Stour, SP8 6RP

For more details, please contact Fiona Hedges on
01747 838942 or stourvalemessychurch@gmail.com

This Newsletter

We hope you find this newsletter helpful. If you know of anyone who would like to join
the mailing list, tell them to send their name, parish and email address to Jill Perry at
octavoeditorsvb@googlemail.com with the subject “Newsletter Mailing List”. But, if you

do not wish to continue receiving them, please email her with “Unsubscribe” in the
subject field.

You can contact Revd Clare on: 01747 838171
Or by email: clare@evzone.co.uk

Clare’s usual ‘Day Off’ is Monday

Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com /profile.php?id=100089949903748
or search for 'The Church of England in the Stour Vale' on Facebook,
or follow the link on the Benefice Website.

Newsletter produced on behalf of the Stour Vale Benefice:
Buckhorn Weston - East Stour - Fifehead Magdalen
Kington Magna - Stour Provost - Todber - West Stour
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