Stour Vale Benefice—June 2022
For Sunday services please see the services rota (page22)
Other services and related events during June:
Every Tuesday
Mid-week Communion 11:30am East Stour
Wednesday 1st June
Rucksack Stories 7pm East Stour
Monday 13th June
Compline & Company 7:30pm East Stour
Sunday 19th June
Messy Church 3pm Kington Magna Village Hall
Monday 20th June
Knit and Natter 2:30pm East Stour
Friday 24th June
Stour Vale Prayer Group 2pm East Stour
Monday 27th June

Stour Vale Benefice
Sunday 19th June
Farewell Service for Anthony Thomas
9:15am West Stour
Anthony and Jeannie have lived in West Stour for over 25
years and Anthony has served as an LLM for 20 years, so we
are delighted to have this opportunity to say farewell during
this Benefice service.

Do come and join us!

From the Vicar
Re-dedication of the War Memorial
at Stour Row – 14th May 2022.
Let us remember those who have died for their country in war and peace. Those
whom we knew, and those whose memory we treasure, and all who lived and died
in the service of their country and mankind
With the impending sale of “All Saints” church, Stour Row it was decided to move
the War Memorial to the village hall. Having gained the permission of the Bishop
of Salisbury and the assistance of Richard Jones, stonemason, many of the villagers
alongside six members of the Shaftesbury Royal British Legion re-dedicated the
memorial plaque and a short presentation was given by Julian Panton listing all
those who were named in both world wars.

Nearly fifty people and two dogs attended where wine, coffee, tea and scones
were shared. This ensured that all those named on the memorial were
remembered on that day and for the future.
May God bless them all

Rev Richard
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Thought for June.
We have an elderly Labrador called Pippa. She is all the things that Labradors are
supposed to be – loving, friendly, obliging, obsessed with food, forever shedding
hair.

She is also a useful source of reflection for me. I’m sure those of you with dogs will
feel the same. Here are just three examples:
Her joy and excitement in the simple things, like walks and dinner, despite the fact
that they happen every day, challenge me to be more appreciative of the simple
pleasures in my life.
Her unconditional love for me reminds me how much God loves me. Regardless of
what we do, like going out and leaving her, or taking her to the vet, Pippa is always
delighted to see us and wants to be close to us. She doesn’t sulk (well, only
occasionally….) and is never grumpy!
She is completely reliant on us for food, water and warmth, but she does not let
this worry her. (Although she would like to learn how to open the cupboard where
the treats are kept). Her unwavering trust speaks to me of how I should trust God,
worrying about things beyond my control is a fruitless exercise.
What about you? Do take a moment to consider what your pets, or your friends’
pets, or the wildlife in your garden remind you about God and his relationship with
you.
Fiona
This month I offer you two poems from Sister Maud, a woman who clearly felt
much as I do:

Tailwag No1:

Tailwag No.3 :

“Only the tail-end of life is left,” I said;
And into my head
A thought came out of the blue,
A thought from You –
“But that is the cheery end,” You said
“So see
That you use it for Me”
And I said “Amen” and raised my head,
“I will glorify God with a wag” I said.

My Master said: “Trust” –
So I must
Abide here quite still
Awaiting His will…
Until, on a day,
Shall I hear Him say
“Paid for!” and then? –
“Alleluia! Amen!”

“Rucksack Stories”
A Gentle Evening Worship
Wednesday 1st June at 7:00pm
East Stour Church
Join us as we discover the next Bible story to
put into our rucksack and carry with us to help
us on our journey of faith.
The service includes the reading on which we
will focus, a reflection, visual aid and music,
within a specially produced themed service of
evening worship.
Come and reflect more deeply on how these “rucksack stories” relate to
us now, in our daily lives.

Compline & Company
Join us for some prayerful peace at the end of the day
with the beautiful evening service of Compline, a
Pause for Thought, some music, and quiet prayer
time.

We meet in East Stour Church on the second Monday
of each month at 7:30pm. We start with refreshments and a
chance to chat, with Compline beginning at 8pm. Do come along:

Monday 13th June at 7:30pm
Everyone welcome!

A Quiet Moment
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’
(John 21:7)

The four resurrection stories in the gospels of
Luke and John were the focus of our Easter Quiet
Day at Grove Farm House at the end of April.
Together we explored Jesus’ appearances to Mary
Magdalene in the garden, to Thomas in the locked
room, to the walking companions on the road to
Emmaus, and to a group of disciples on the beach.
These resurrection meetings are packed so full of
riches which can speak to us in our daily lives that
it is almost impossible to pick just one highlight to
share with you. So, instead, I am going to point
you towards a tiny detail that might be overlooked
but, I think, offers us a beauty of prime importance.
“The disciple whom Jesus loved” appears throughout the Gospel of John and, in
these particular stories, John 20:2 and John 21:7. It has long been considered
that this rather enigmatic description belongs to John himself. John is never
named in this particular Gospel, although he is named in the other gospels.
Could it be a case of John not wanting to claim the limelight; not to name
himself as he describes his own actions or words? Is he just happy to have
been there?
Maybe but, interestingly, some theologians have suggested another viewpoint.
After all, we don’t know for sure if John actually wrote this Gospel or whether
it is simply ‘attributed’ to him and his memories. The alternative suggestion
offered is that “The disciple whom Jesus loved” is in fact designed as a space in
which we can place ourselves – we are the disciple whom Jesus loves.
Whether or not this is true doesn’t matter. What is important is that we are
loved extravagantly, and if this simple label acts as a reminder of that, it is a
wonderful thing on which to ponder in a quiet moment; that we are the
disciple whom Jesus loves – seen and known just as we are, and yet still loved.

Love Barbara

Services for the
Stour Vale Benefice
June 2022
Sunday

5th June
Pentecost

12th June

19th June

26th June

Trinity
Sunday

1st Sunday after
Trinity

2nd Sunday after
Trinity

9:15am
Parish
Communion

Buckhorn
Weston
11:00am
Parish
Communion

East
Stour

10:30am
Morning Worship
CW
6:00pm
Evening Worship
BCP

Fifehead
Magdalen

11:00am
Parish
Communion

6:30pm
Evening Prayer
BCP

Kington
Magna

11:00am
Morning
Worship CW

11:00am
Parish
Communion

Stour
Provost

10:30am
Morning Prayer
BCP

9:15am
Parish
Communion

Todber

9:15am
Parish
Communion

10:00am
Family Worship

West
Stour

10:30am
Morning
Worship
CW

9:15am
Benefice
Communion
(Farewell to
Anthony)

CW – Common Worship

BCP = Book of Common Prayer

Special Service
Please Note: the Service at West Stour on Sunday 19th June is a Benefice Service and is an
opportunity for the Benefice to say farewell to Anthony Thomas.

