Stour Vale Letter No.109
Services in the Stour Vale – 8th May
A warm welcome awaits you at our services this week:
9.15am
10.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Buckhorn Weston
Stour Provost
Fifehead Magdalen
Kington Magna

Parish Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Parish Communion (CW)
Morning Worship (CW)

CW – Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer)
Readings for 8th May
Acts 9. 36-end
John 10. 22-30

Revelation 7. 9-end
Psalm 23

Collect
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us, who
trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those
things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Praying for our communities
This week in the Stour Vale we pray for the community in
West Stour, the congregation of St Mary’s church and all who
live and work in and around the village. Please find a few
moments in your week to remember this community.

Regular Benefice Gatherings coming up in April & May:
Monday 16th May at 2.30pm
East Stour Village Hall
Knit & Natter
rd
Monday 23 May at 10.30am
West Stour Village Hall
Bible Book Group
Friday 27th May at 2pm
East Stour Church
Benefice Prayer Group
PLEASE NOTE: Compline & Company on Monday 9th May has had to be cancelled due
to the Deanery Synod meeting being held in East Stour Church that night. We will meet
again on 13th June.

Events dates for your Diary
Saturday 7th May – Todber Church
Coffee Morning & Plant Sale from 10am to 12 noon
Saturday 7th May - West Stour village
The annual Plant Sale begins on this day and continues outside village properties
throughout the week. Refreshments available on the morning of 7th May.
Saturday 28th May – Lower House, Buckhorn Weston
Sue Hawksley has kindly offered to host a coffee morning in her garden for church
funds from 10.30am
Saturday & Sunday 28th/29th May – Stour Provost village
2pm – 5pm Stour Provost Open Gardens
Sunday 29th May – East Stour Village Hall
2pm Benefice Platinum Jubilee Service followed by a bring & share tea (see below)
Saturday 30th June – Kington Magna Church
The ever-popular Artisan Coffee & Crafts from 10am – 12 noon
There are lots of other village activities too, especially centred around the Queen’s Jubilee,
so look in Octavo for full details of events across the summer!
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
To celebrate the amazing achievement of Her Majesty’s 70
years reign we felt we should come together as a Benefice.
So, we are holding a Benefice Service of Thanksgiving on
the afternoon of Sunday 29th May (a fifth Sunday), followed
by a celebration bring & share tea. Just bring something
with you for the table: a few cupcakes, half a dozen scones,
a plate of sandwiches, some nibbles – anything that will go to make up afternoon tea.
We have also secured the services of some special musicians to make the hymns go
with a swing! So do put the date in your diary now and come along to join in this special
occasion to mark a once-in-a-lifetime historic event.

Octavo Subscriptions
Octavo Subscriptions are due now for next year starting in June:
£6 printed, £2 digital. To help with our administration, please let your
distributor have your money by Sunday 15th May—thank you!

Quote of the Week
Between the dark sky and the dark earth
we hang a light in a dark tree and sing of our wonder together.
Pir Elias Amidon

Poem
A few weeks ago there was an art exhibition by local artist, Nigel Done in St Thomas’
Church, Salisbury. The artworks were Nigel’s reflections on a series of poems from Rainer
Maria Rilke’s “Book of Hours” and each image was accompanied by the poem which
provided its inspiration. This is one of them:
I live my life in widening circles
that reach out across the world.
I may not complete this last one
but I will give myself to it.
I circle around God, around the primordial tower.
I’ve been circling for thousands of years
and I still don’t know:
am I a falcon, a storm, or a great song?
(Yes, the hand on which this particular falcon is perched belongs to Rev Richard!)

“Celebration” – a festival of flowers
Salisbury Cathedral will be the backdrop for a magnificent flower
festival from 10th-15th May, when an army of flower arrangers will
be mounting breath-taking floral designs and uplifting displays
using beautiful flowers and botanical materials. Michael Bowyer,
National President of NAFAS (National Association of Floral
Arrangement Societies) and Salisbury Cathedral’s Creative Director
of Flowers will lead the design team and over three hundred flower
arrangers from across the Diocese, (including, amongst others, our
own Liz Newton! ) For more information and ticket bookings, go to
https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/arrangements/celebration-a-festival-offlowers/
(The photo shows an exhibit by yours truly from the 2010 NAFAS flower festival at
Llandaff Cathedral – happy days!)

For Your Prayers
The Archbishops’ Prayer: God of peace and justice, we pray for the people
of Ukraine. We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. We pray
for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would
draw near to them. We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom,
discernment and compassion to guide their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your
precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. We pray in
the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen
We pray for those in our communities who are ill or recovering at home, for those in
hospital or care, and for those who are waiting for procedures and surgery. And we
remember those who have lost loved ones and miss them. We pray for those who find
life difficult, particularly the lonely, isolated and afraid, those who feel themselves
forgotten or unloved, and those who are low in spirits or find the world a confusing
place. May they all know the healing presence of God’s love.
In this month of the Salisbury Flower Festival, we praise God for his wonderful
creation, we rejoice in the beauty of flowers, and celebrate the gifts of flower arrangers
in all our churches. May they find peace and joy in their ministry.
And in this season of Easter, Lord, help us eagerly to find you in our everyday lives, and
to recognise you there. May we make time to sit in your company and allow you to
nourish us, so that we may follow you with strength and hope.

Private Prayer
Many of our churches are open throughout the week for
private prayer. Please do take advantage of this, and if you
visit our beautiful churches and feel you can make a
donation to their life and upkeep, please do so. It would be
very much appreciated.

This Newsletter
We hope you find this newsletter helpful. If you know of anyone who would
like to join the mailing list, tell them to send their email address to
richard@allegro.co.uk with the subject “Newsletter Mailing List”. But, if you
do not wish to continue receiving them, please email him with
“Unsubscribe” in the subject field.
Revd Richard Priest – Vicar of the Stour Vale Benefice
Telephone: 01747 838494 Email: richard@allegro.co.uk

