Stour Vale Letter No.108
Services in the Stour Vale – 1st May
A warm welcome awaits you at our services this week:
9.15am
10.30am
11.00am

Todber
West Stour
East Stour

Parish Communion (CW)
Morning Worship (CW)
Parish Communion (CW)

CW – Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer)
Readings for 1st May
Acts 9. 1-6
John 21. 1-19

Revelation 5. 11-end
Psalm 30

Collect
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the
risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be
strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness
and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Praying for our communities
We pick up our usual prayer pattern to pray for the community
in Todber, the congregation of St Andrew’s church and all who
live and work in and around the village. Please find a few
moments in your week to remember the Stour Vale Family.

Regular Benefice Gatherings coming up in April & May:
Wednesday 4th May at 7pm
East Stour Church
th
Monday 16 May at 2.30pm
East Stour Village Hall
Monday 23rd May at 10.30am
West Stour Village Hall
th
Friday 27 May at 2pm
East Stour Church

Rucksack Stories
Knit & Natter
Bible Book Group
Benefice Prayer Group

PLEASE NOTE: Compline & Company on Monday 9th May is cancelled due to Deanery
Synod being held in East Stour Church that night. We will meet again in June.

Quote of the week
Something precious is lost if we rush headlong into the details of life without pausing
for a moment to pay homage to the mystery of life and the gift of another day.
Kent Nerburn
Events dates for your Diary
Saturday 7th May - West Stour village
The annual Plant Sale begins on this day and continues outside village
properties throughout the week. Refreshments available on 7th May.
Saturday & Sunday 28th/29th May – Stour Provost village
2pm – 5pm Stour Provost Open Gardens
Saturday 28th May – Lower House, Buckhorn Weston
Sue Hawksley has kindly offered to host a coffee morning in her garden for church
funds from 10.30am
Sunday 29th May – East Stour Village Hall
2pm Benefice Platinum Jubilee Service followed by a bring & share afternoon tea

Prayer
We all know the beginning of this famous prayer but the complete version is well worth
embracing….
God grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time;
enjoying one moment at a time;
accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;
taking, as He did, this sinful world
as it is, not as I would have it;
trusting that He will make all things right
if I surrender to His Will;
that I may be reasonably happy in this life
and supremely happy with Him
forever in the next. Amen.
Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971)

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
To celebrate the amazing achievement of Her Majesty’s 70
years reign we felt we should come together as a Benefice.
So, we are holding a Benefice service of Thanksgiving on the
afternoon of Sunday 29th May (a fifth Sunday), followed by a
celebration bring & share tea. Do put the date in your diary
now and come along to join in this special occasion!

Octavo Subscriptions
Octavo Subscriptions are due now for next year starting in June:
£6 printed £2 digital
To help with our administration, please let your distributor have your
money by Sunday 15th May—thank you!

Pause for Thought
An amusing tale , but with a lesson to learn about what we expect from God, from
American meditation expert Tara Brach:
A man on a California beach is praying “Lord please
grant me one wish”. The sky darkens and there's a
booming voice that says “You've lived a good life.
I'll give you one wish.” So the man says “Please
would you build me a bridge to Hawaii so I can
drive over when I want and see the beauty and get
less stressed?”
And God says “You know that's awfully materialistic you know. Plus, think of all the
steel, and concrete it would take and how deep we'd have to build the supports. Can't
you come up with something a little more inspirational for me to offer?” And so the
man thinks for a while and finally says “Lord, I wish I could understand women. I'd like
to know how I can make a woman really happy.
After a few moments God says “Do you want two or four lanes on that bridge?”

Recommendation
For those of you who can access BBC Sounds, there was a beautiful little sunrise service
on Easter morning which is well worth 20 minutes of your time. It’s available for 15
more days:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0016gqw

For Your Prayers
The Archbishops’ Prayer: God of peace and justice, we pray for the people
of Ukraine. We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. We pray
for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would
draw near to them. We pray for those with power over war or peace, for
wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions. Above all, we pray for
all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. We
pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen
We pray for those in our communities who are ill or recovering at home, for those in
hospital or care, and for those who are waiting for procedures and surgery. And we
remember those who have lost loved ones and miss them. We pray for those who find
life difficult, particularly the lonely, isolated and afraid, those who feel themselves
forgotten or unloved, and those who are low in spirits or find the world a confusing
place. May they all know the healing presence of God’s love.
And as we approach May and the Spring season in earnest, let us give thanks for the
beauty of the countryside which surrounds us, the songs of the birds, and the longer
days.

Private Prayer
Many of our churches are open throughout the week for
private prayer. Please do take advantage of this, and if you
visit our beautiful churches and feel you can make a
donation to their life and upkeep, please do so. It would be
very much appreciated.

This Newsletter
We hope you find this newsletter helpful. If you know of anyone who would
like to join the mailing list, tell them to send their email address to
richard@allegro.co.uk with the subject “Newsletter Mailing List”. But, if you
do not wish to continue receiving them, please email him with “Unsubscribe”
in the subject field.

Revd Richard Priest – Vicar of the Stour Vale Benefice
Telephone: 01747 838494 Email: richard@allegro.co.uk

