Stour Vale Letter No.107
Services in the Stour Vale – 17th April – Easter Sunday
A happy and blessed Easter to you all! A warm welcome awaits you at our services this
week, which are:
9.15am
Stour Provost
Easter Communion (CW)
10.00am Todber
Easter Family Service
10.30am Buckhorn Weston Easter Morning Worship
11.00am Kington Magna
Easter Communion (CW)
CW – Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer)
Readings for 17th April
Acts 10. 34-43
John 20. 1-18

1 Corinthians 15. 19-26
Psalm 118. 1-2, 14-24

Collect: Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we,
being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom
with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all
eternity.
The Newsletter will be taking a break next week so keep this issue handy
for details of the services for 24th April, as follows:
Services in the Stour Vale – 24th April
9.15am
West Stour
6.30pm
Fifehead Magdalen

Benefice Communion (CW)
Evening Prayer (BCP)

Readings for 24th April
Acts 5. 27-32
John 20. 19-end

Revelation 1.4-8
Psalm 118. 14-end

Collect for 24th April: Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins
and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and
wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the
merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Praying for our communities
As we do at all our major festivals, this Easter we pray for
the whole Benefice of the Stour Vale: for the churches and
communities of Buckhorn Weston, East Stour, Fifehead
Magdalen, Kington Magna, Stour Provost, Stour Row,
Todber, and West Stour. Please find a few moments in your
week to remember the Stour Vale Family.

Regular Benefice Gatherings coming up in April & May:
Monday 25th April at 10.30am West Stour Village Hall
Friday 29th April at 2pm
East Stour Church
th
Wednesday 4 May at 7pm
East Stour Church
Monday 9th May at 7.30pm
East Stour Church

Bible Book Group
Benefice Prayer Group
Rucksack Stories
Compline & Company

Events dates for your Diary
Saturday 30th April - Kington Magna
10am – 4pm
Plant Sale at Godwins Orchard, West Street
Saturday 7th May - West Stour village
The annual Plant Sale begins on this day and continues outside village properties
throughout the week. Refreshments available on 7th May.
Saturday & Sunday 28th/29th May – Stour Provost village
2pm – 5pm Stour Provost Open Gardens
Sunday 29th May – East Stour Village Hall
2pm Benefice Platinum Jubilee Service and afternoon tea

Benefice Prayer Group
We meet next on Friday 29th April at 2pm in East Stour Church. Do come
and join us for a short prayer meeting in which we bring our own
concerns and the needs of the world in these troubled times. There will
be an opportunity to light a candle.

Quote of the week
“Let choice whisper in your ear and love murmur in your heart.
Be ready. Here comes life.”
Maya Angelou

Sonnet for Easter Day by Malcolm Guite
Easter Dawn
He blesses every love which weeps and grieves
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air.
She turns, but cannot focus through her tears,
Or recognise the Gardener standing there.
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why,
Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light
That brightens as she chokes out her reply
‘They took my love away, my day is night’
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day.

Quiet Day for the season of Easter at Melbury Abbas
Barbara is leading another Quiet Day at grove Farm
House, Melbury Abbas on Saturday 30th April, 10am –
4pm. “I have seen the Lord” - with these amazing words,
Mary Magdalene tells of the first of Jesus’ resurrection
appearances. We spend a day observing the encounters
with the risen Lord of Mary Magdalene and Thomas, and
of the appearances on the road to Emmaus and the
beach by the sea of Tiberias, exploring how they also offer us a journey into joy. Poetry,
reflections, music and time to just “be” in beautiful surroundings.
The day costs £25 which includes tea and coffee throughout the day and cake before
departure. Please bring your own packed lunch. Booking is essential so contact
Barbara on barbara@allegro.co.uk

A Prayer at Easter
God of life, may the promise of the sunrise be echoed in
our minds. May the warmth of the midday sun flow
through our hearts. May the peace of the sunset touch our
souls, and when life seems dark, teach us to remember
even then you are with us, and that we will again see your
light. In the name of the risen Christ, Amen

For Your Prayers
The Archbishops’ Prayer: God of peace and justice, we pray for the
people of Ukraine. We pray for peace and the laying down of
weapons. We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your
Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. We pray for those with
power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their
decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you
would hold and protect them. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen
We pray for those in our communities who are ill or recovering at home, for those in
hospital or care, and for those who are waiting for procedures and surgery. We pray for
those who find life difficult, particularly the lonely, isolated and afraid, those who feel
themselves forgotten or unloved, and those who are low in spirits or find the world a
confusing place. May they all know the healing presence of God’s love. And we
remember those who have died, including Rev Richard’s mum, Pat. May the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace and rise in glory.
This Eastertide, we pray that all may find the joy and peace of the risen Lord in their
lives; that this sunrise of wonder may pour light into even the darkest places, and that
we may all have opportunities to recognise the “gardener” of our lives and proclaim
with gladness that “I have seen the Lord!”
Private Prayer
Many of our churches are open throughout the week for
private prayer. Please do take advantage of this, and if you
visit our beautiful churches and feel you can make a
donation to their life and upkeep, please do so. It would be
very much appreciated.

This Newsletter
The newsletter will be taking a break next week but will be back in your inbox on
Friday 29th April.
We hope you find this newsletter helpful. If you know of anyone who would
like to join the mailing list, tell them to send their email address to
richard@allegro.co.uk with the subject “Newsletter Mailing List”. But, if you
do not wish to continue receiving them, please email him with “Unsubscribe”
in the subject field.
Revd Richard Priest – Vicar of the Stour Vale Benefice
Telephone: 01747 838494 Email: richard@allegro.co.uk

