Stour Vale Benefice—May 2022
For Sunday services please see the services rota (page24)
Other services and related events during May:
Every Tuesday
Mid-week Communion 11:30am East Stour
Wednesday 4th May
Rucksack Stories 7pm East Stour
Monday 9th May
Compline & Company 7:30pm East Stour
Sunday 15th May
Messy Church 3pm Kington Magna Village Hall
Monday 16th May
Knit and Natter 2:30pm East Stour
Monday 23rd May
Bible Book Club 10:30am West Stour
Friday 27th May
Stour Vale Prayer Group 2pm East Stour

Sunday 29th May Platinum Jubilee Service
2pm East Stour Village Hall
followed by bring & share afternoon tea

Octavo Subscriptions are due now for next
year starting in June—£6 printed £2 digital
To help with our administration,

please let your distributor have your money by
Sunday 15th May—thank you!

From the Vicar
Looking forward
Jill has very kindly been looking back at our five years in the
Stour Vale over the last two issues of Octavo and it has been
wonderful to be reminded of all that has happened – even
Covid-19, which none of us could ever have seen coming when
we set out in 2017!
One reason for these happy reminiscences has been the
landmark of five years in ministry here, but, with a “significant birthday” last
March, the future has shifted for Barbara and myself. Being 70 years young means
that, in the Church of England, I would normally be required to retire, whether I
wished to or not (and, in my case, it is definitely the latter). However, due to a few
issues which emerged beyond our control, my application to extend my licence has
been granted for just 12 more months, until the end of April 2023.
We are both greatly saddened by this as we would have loved to stay here longer.
Barbara is just getting started with her LLM ministry and is disappointed not to
have more time and opportunity with you, and I was already planning another
Away Day in which we could come together to take a fresh look at the future of
our church families, post-pandemic. But, as a wise person once said, “if you want
to make God laugh, tell him your plans!” Those decisions will now be ones you will
make with someone else as, unusually for a vicar, I already know exactly when the
end of our tenure will be.
Despite our united sadness and the pressures of discerning our next move a little
earlier than hoped for, Barbara and I are determined to enter into this final year
with enthusiasm and joy, and we hope that you will travel with us as we do all we
can to ensure you are on a strong footing as you move into your next chapter. I
am already thrilled that we have such movement between our congregations, with
many of you attending other churches in the benefice when your home church
does not have a service. My dream has always been to bring seven churches and
eight parishes, each with their valued histories and characters, together as a
whole. It is a variety that offers the potential for strong unity and I do urge you to
build on this, supporting each other and forging good relationships between
churches and communities.
I am also proud of the lay ministries we have encouraged during our time; with the
training and commissioning of a large group of LWLs, Barbara’s licensing as an LLM,
and Fiona now in training to become an LLM, alongside the ongoing gifts of Carol
and Anthony.
Continued page 9

From the Vicar—continued
I am pleased that, as her training incumbent, I will be here to see Fiona through
her training (almost!) and I know that she is going to be a huge asset to the Stour
Vale as you move into the undiscovered country known as the future. Indeed, all
these lay ministries in worship, and the often unseen pastoral care offered in our
communities in being good neighbours, is what “being church” in a rural setting is
all about. If I have helped encourage and empower you to find your particular gifts
and calling, then I am content.
We have ideas in mind for this final year: we have already had an inspiring Lent
course of speakers sharing their work as chaplains, and we have Her Majesty’s
Platinum Jubilee ahead. Alongside the many community events which I’m sure will
be happening, we have a service of thanksgiving planned for Sunday 29th May,
followed by afternoon tea. All Barbara’s activities will continue for the loyal and
appreciative congregations of Compline & Company and Rucksack Stories (you are
always welcome to try these out!) and I’m sure she will come up with other
offerings too.
For me, it will be a priority to bring the churchwardens together again, after losing
their regular meetings to the Covid lockdowns, and as well as consolidating what
we do now, I would hope that these meetings will help prepare the Benefice for
another vacancy and beyond. I am sorry to put you in this position and would
never have chosen to do so this soon, but the world turns and, to quote loosely
Isaiah, this is the way and we must walk in it. I will certainly do my best to leave
you with firm foundations on which to continue to build.
And let’s not be hasty! We still have another Harvest season, Remembrance,
Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter before us! So, let us enter this year ahead
together with hope, joy, and faith that Christ walks with us and always will.
With every blessing,

Richard

Stour Vale Prayer Group
We meet on the last Friday of the month at 2pm
in East Stour Church. Do come and join us for a
short prayer meeting in which we bring our own
concerns and the needs of the world in these
troubled times. All welcome!

Stour Vale Benefice Services
Mid-Week Communion Service
Tuesdays 11:30 am—East Stour
All Welcome

“Rucksack Stories”

A Gentle Evening Worship
Wednesday 4th May at 7:00pm
East Stour Church
Join us as we discover the next Bible story to
put into our rucksack and carry with us to help
us on our journey of faith. The service includes
the reading on which we will focus, a reflection,
visual aid and music, within a specially
produced themed service of evening worship.
Come and reflect more deeply on how these “rucksack stories” relate to
us now, in our daily lives.

Compline & Company
Join us for some prayerful peace at the end of the day
with the beautiful evening service of Compline, a Pause
for Thought, some music, and quiet prayer time.
We meet in East Stour Church on the second Monday
of each month at 7:30pm. We start with refreshments and a
chance to chat, with Compline beginning at 8pm. Do come along:

Monday 9th May at 7:30pm
Everyone welcome!

Octavo Subscriptions are due now for next year starting in June—
£6 printed £2 digital
To help with our administration, please let your distributor have your money

by Sunday 15th May—thank you!

Knit and Natter
We meet as usual at East Stour village hall on Monday 16th
May, 2:30pm - 4:00pm. £1 to cover costs. There will be wool
available for the quick knitters

Love Carol

Bible Book Group

Monday 23rd May 10:30-11:30am—West Stour village hall
We will be discussing the return of the first exiles from Babylon to
Jerusalem and the start made on rebuilding the Temple and
restoring worship. Ezra chapters 1 - 6.

Carol

Stour Vale Benefice

A Service of Thanksgiving
for Her Majesty,
the Queen
Followed by a bring-&-share afternoon tea.
Do join us as we celebrate together
Sunday 29th May at 2:00pm
East Stour Village Hall

Stour Vale Benefice Newsletter

If you would like to receive a copy by email each week, just
send your email address to: richard@allegro.co.uk
with the subject title “Newsletter”
It gives details of our church services, news of our events
happening across the Stour Vale parishes, plus a “Pause for Thought”
and much more!

Services for the
Stour Vale Benefice
May 2022
Sunday

1st May
3rd Sunday
of Easter

8th May
4th Sunday of
Easter

Buckhorn

Stour

11:00am
Parish
Communion
11:00am
Parish Communion

Kington

11:00am
Morning Worship
CW

Magna
Stour

Stour

6:30pm
Evening Prayer
BCP

10:30am
Morning Worship
CW

Provost

West

10:30am
Morning
Worship
CW
6:00pm
Evening Worship
BCP

Fifehead
Magdalen

Todber

22nd May
6th Sunday
of Easter

9:15am
Parish Communion

Weston
East

15th May
5th Sunday of
Easter

9:15am
Parish
Communion

9:15am
Parish
Communion

10:00am
Morning Prayer
BCP

10:30am
Morning
Worship
CW

9:15am
Parish Communion

CW – Common Worship

BCP = Book of Common Prayer

Other Services
th

th

Sunday 29 May – 5 Sunday at East Stour Village Hall – 2:00pm
Service of Thanksgiving for the Queen
Followed by a bring & share tea

