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for the June 2021 issue
Advertising to Jill Perry 10am Tuesday 18th May
Articles to Jill Perry 1pm Wednesday 19th May
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Thursday 27th May
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June issue—otherwise digital copies via email from Richard or
the Website: https://www.stourvalechurches.org.uk/
Published by The Stour Vale Benefice – Printed at Kington Magna
Copyright reserved on all material
Cover photo—View from Kington Magna Church
3

We have Exmoor Horn Sheep, Large Black Pigs, Dexter Cattle and

Dawns’ Happy Hens.

Meat available at the moment is Grass fed Dexter Beef (hung for
minimum 3wks) and Large Black Pork, butchered to suit your needs.

Pork Sausages,Back,Streaky & Cottage Bacon (green & smoked)
Eggs are sold from the ‘Egg Box’ at the top of the drive or from the farm.

For more information or to place an order please call Tim Wilton
Tel: 01963 371232 Mobile: 07720 345950
E-Mail: Sales@HardingsFarm.co.uk
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Stour Vale Benefice Services
For details of this month’s services see the service rota on page 22
30th May Trinity Sunday – Buckhorn Weston 10:00am Communion
Service—please book tickets via Jenny Sledge 01963 370709

Stour Vale Benefice
When attending services please remember to following current
Covid-19 guidance and legal requirements, thank you.
Please remember we may still have to ask you to:
 Use sanitizing gel on entry and exit,
 give your contact details as strongly recommended for NHS ‘Test &

Trace’,
 wear a face covering.
 Observe social distancing at all times.

Please also remember we are not allowed to sing at the moment, and
receiving communion will be carried out in a different way to keep everyone
as safe as possible.
But, most importantly, if you do feel ill or have symptoms of any kind,
please do not come to church.

The death of HRH Prince Philip has touched us all. Every church has a book of
condolence available if you have not yet had an opportunity to express your
sympathies to Her Majesty the Queen.
Colonel Andrew Duncan has kindly shared some memories from his time as
Equerry in Waiting to HRH Duke of Edinburgh—see page 13.
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Mark Watts trading as

(BESPOKE)
PICTURE FRAMING
SERVICE

commercial & domestic

Over 15 years experience

Covering

South Somerset, North Dorset and
West Wiltshire
3 phase and single phase installations
Condition reporting and appliance testing for
tenanted properties
Condition reporting for vendors or buyers
Remedial works and fault-finding
New builds or extensions
Consumer Unit and accessory changes
All works backed by NICEIC's Platinum
Promise

ON THE PREMISES

ARTISTS’ MATERIALS
ART GALLERY
Originals, Limited Editions
Prints and Posters
- framed & unframed FIND US AT THE BOTTOM OF THE HIGH
STREET ON THE CORNER OF THE
SQUARE

07400 22 88 42

01747 824 050

 info@wattselectricaldorset.co.uk
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From the Vicar
What is truth?
What do we mean when we say that something is the
truth?
Suppose you are grieving over the death of someone you
love, and you read the 23rd Psalm. ‘The Lord is my
shepherd, I shall not want’, you read. You have read it or
heard it or sung it thousands of times, and yet now when
you read it again the truth seems dearer, more personal
than ever. You come to its familiar conclusion: …’and I shall dwell in the house of
the Lord forever’. And you nod yes.
Deep down, you know that you are reading truth, a kind of truth that cannot be
measured, a truth that can only be experienced. This is Biblical truth, and it comes
to us in different forms.
We know that nearly always when Christians gather for worship there are those
who are despondent, fearful, confused, and looking for answers. Then without
warning, there is a real sense of the presence of the divine among them. They
don’t know what to make of it. It comes as a complete surprise, but from that
experience comes a real peace and a deeper understanding of life as we have to
live it. Somehow in worship there comes a courage that we didn’t know we had, a
sense of guidance for decisions we have to make, an encouragement for the way
we are going.
All of this happens, not every time we worship, but it happens often enough. We
hardly know how to describe it. Jesus opened the Disciples minds to understand
the scriptures. All of the post-resurrection stories describe a presence - mysterious,
inexplicable, even profound but nevertheless real.
When you consider all of the resurrection stories as a whole, one thing that
astounds me is how they come in such ordinary times. Jesus just shows up with
the most normal, ordinary greeting: Shalom...peace be with you.
I don’t know what to make of such ordinariness other than the obvious: the
resurrected Christ is prone to appear in our ordinariness. In other words, there is a
religious value in routine. It’s Sunday; we go to church. We don’t have to make
the decision every week. The decision is already made; we go to church on Sunday.
Continued page 9
7

SEAN BARRINGTON
SHARPENING SERVICES
Garden Shears, Pruners, Secateurs, Loppers, Scissors, Knives, Wood
Chisels,
Rotary Mower Blades, Horse and Dog Clipping Blades
13 Old Market Centre | Gillingham | Dorset | SP8 4QQ
Tel: 01747 228664 | 07950 746416
www.seanbarringtonclippers.co.uk
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From the Vicar—continued
There is a routine about it. We are here; we talk about important things; we
volunteer to help; we greet familiar people; and lo and behold, Christ appears in
the routine, and you know that Christ’s presence is as real as that solid pew you sit
in. On a routine Sunday, Christ speaks peace to you, and you leave that place a
stronger person than when you came in. This is no accident; Christ joined you.
This is pure grace. Christ stands with us, renews our strength and courage, and
reveals himself to us modern-day disciples as clearly as he did in the stories of the
resurrection.
The resurrection stories make it clear that Christ shows up in ordinariness. It is not
because we have special skill in faith or that we are somehow more spiritual than
others. Christ’s presence comes as a gift, part of Christ’s promise to come to us,
not to leave us alone, to give us what we need to be faithful followers. He does it
still. And that’s the truth!
Amen.

Richard

Weekly Newsletters
Richard is sending out a weekly newsletter via e-mail which will give details
of the readings used on a Sunday along with some prayers and a few
inspirational words on which to ponder. If you would like to receive this,
then e-mail him at richard@allegro.co.uk using the word ‘subscribe’ in the
subject line.

Octavo
If you know of anyone who would appreciate a printed copy of Octavo,
please contact Richard and he will organise copies as needed.
Richard may not be seeing you out and about, but he is on the end of the
phone if you need to talk!
01747 838494
richard@allegro.co.uk
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Timepiece Restoration Ltd
Paul J. G. Stone C.M.B.H.I.

Repairs to French & English
Antique Clocks
All work done on the premises, guaranteed for 12 months.
Opening Times: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday—10am-1pm 2-5pm only.
Ferndale, Shaftesbury Road, Gillingham, SP8 4LL Tel: 01747 823339

KEITH HOLLAND
Painter and Decorator
Tel No. : 01747 838959 (West Stour)
Mobile : 07939 407756
Painting and Decorating
Tiling
Free estimates
General Building
No job too small
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Thought for May
A time of Change
We do not need to be reminded of the changes that have happened over the past
year. Our normal way of life has been turned upside down. The news on radio,
television and in the press has mentioned little else for well over a year. Family
life has changed, education and work have changed, worship has changed,
community life has changed. And now, as I write this, we hear that Prince Philip
has died. Life for the Royal Family has changed, their lives will never be the same
again, and, I believe, his death will affect us all.
But what has not changed is God's love for us all and for His creation. If the last
year has taught us nothing else, that is a lesson we need to take on board, though
for those who have suffered bereavement those changes will be all the harder to
bear; and it is they who particularly need our prayers.
In all this we need to thank God for the way we have helped each other, rallied to
support our neighbour, and for the incredible work our scientists, doctors and
nurses have wrought to help us withstand the ravages of Covid-19. As someone
on Songs of Praise said recently: “the vaccination is the needle of hope”. With the
jab the light at the end of the tunnel grows ever brighter.
As we approach the Feast of Pentecost (Whitsun on 23rd May) let us remember
that the third part of the Trinity, the Spirit, is both with us and in us, and it is He
who inspires us. May He breathe into us His perfect love, His perfect peace and
His hope.
With every blessing,
Anthony.

Prayer for the Month
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love
and do what thou wouldst do.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till I am wholly thine,
until this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine. Amen.
(from Edwin Hatch, 1835-1889)
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FOOT CARE CLINIC
at EDWARDS FARM,
FOYLE HILL
Every Tuesday in the
month

Jenny Franks
SRN
20 years experience
CRB checked

Tel: 01747 853162
For appointments
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Equerry in Waiting to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 1965-1968
Col. Andrew Duncan
In 1965 I was completing the Staff College Course at Camberley when I was
summoned by a member of the Directing Staff who suggested that I might like to
take up an appointment as “Equerry to a member of The Royal Family”. When I
asked for the name I was told very firmly that this could not be disclosed and I
therefore declined the invitation.
The same evening a charming member of the Directing Staff called round for a
drink in order to explain that I was making a great mistake. No names were
mentioned, so I was still in the dark, but I knew he had been the Royal Marines
Extra Equerry to The Duke of Edinburgh as their Captain General. It was thus not
too difficult to draw conclusions; I accepted the appointment and certainly never
experienced a moment’s regret. It was to be the precursor to a career change
which proved to be demanding, educational and much else, but never for a
moment was it dull.
I took over in November 1965 from Squadron Leader David Checketts RAF; since
he was about to depart for Australia with Prince Charles the handover was brief.
However, my new employer was at the time on a visit to the Far East, so for
almost two months there were no engagements and I had ample time to get my
feet under the desk.
Continued page 15
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East Stour Hairport Ltd
Stylist for Men and Women
Debbie Hatcher 01747 838060
BackStreet, East Stour
Gillingham, Dorset.
SP8 5JX
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Equerry in Waiting to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 1965-1968
continued
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Household was then controlled by the Treasurer, Rear
Admiral Christopher Bonham-Carter, who had taken over from General “Boy”
Browning. James Orr, who had been at school with HRH, was the Private
Secretary and at the end of the line of command was the Equerry. For certain
associated functions there were also two Extra Equerries, one from the Welsh
Guards (HRH was their Colonel), and one from the Royal Marines.
The office was run by a former RN Leading Writer called Leslie Treby, ably
supported by a team of highly efficient and extremely attractive lady clerks. One
of these, Sarah Wood (now Mrs Sarah Maitland) was tasked with guiding the new
Equerry through a maze of new responsibilities and I remain most indebted to her.
HRH returned just before Christmas so the New Year launched what would prove
to be three memorable years as Equerry in Waiting, strenuous, always informative
and thoroughly enjoyable.
Prince Philip’s year was planned in advance at two Programme Meetings, one in
the Spring, the other in the Autumn. At these meetings all invitations, together
with HRH’s personal wishes and suggestions from Members of the Household,
were tabled and considered; the resulting decisions had to take into account not
only joint engagements with HM The Queen, but also the State Occasions which
occurred throughout the year.
Those invitations which were accepted were then passed to the Equerry for
programming, in conjunction with HRH’s Police Office, the Royal Mews, The
Queen’s Flight and, at times, the Royal Yacht and the Royal Train. In spite of the
highly disciplined co-operation I received from everyone, the liasing exercise was
quite challenging. Attendance at each engagement was then divided between the
members of the Household. Invitations that were declined were the responsibility
of the Private Secretary, who had the unenviable task of disappointing a lot of
people.
I found it most rewarding to work for HRH. At first I was reluctant to bother him
with questions of detail, but I soon discovered that a “note upstairs” would result
in immediate and helpful guidance. I always felt I could turn to him for advice and
it was always readily given.
Continued page 17
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North Dorset Disability Information Service








New & used equipment
Hire equipment
Disposable items
NHS hearing aid batteries

Unfortunately due to the
current health crisis our
monthly meetings have been
suspended.
Normal service will be
resumed when it is safe to do
so.

Information & Advice
Volunteer opportunities

Open

Sturminster Newton
Heritage Trust

10am to 1pm
Tue, Thurs, Sat

Please note that the museum
is also closed at this time.

3 Newbury, Gillingham SP8 4QX
(Opposite Lidl)
Tel. 01747 821010
www.norddisdorset.org.uk
Reg. Charity No. 1110328
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Equerry in Waiting to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 1965-1968
Continued
When things went wrong with the programme for an engagement, as occasionally
they did, there was a well-deserved rocket; if the reason was beyond human
control such as the weather, it was all taken in good humour.
On one occasion Prince Philip made a morning visit to a colliery, where HRH was
presented with an old fashioned brass miner’s lamp. We were then due to fly on
to Edinburgh to dine with The Queen’s Own Highlanders. Unhappily the weather
closed in and we were diverted to Glasgow, also shrouded in thick fog. A number
of local dignitaries were startled to see HRH carefully descending the plane’s steps
by the light of his newly acquired miner’s lamp. In spite of the most enthusiastic
driving by the local police, we were inevitably an hour and half late for dinner; the
hosts by this time were well lubricated but undeterred and the evening proceeded
with swinging success.
Later on, a journey to Canada in 1966 involved an overnight stay at the American
Air Force Base at Sonderstrom in Greenland. A large and impressive banner
greeted us outside the base with a memorable message; “Welcome to the Duck of
Edinburgh”.
HRH intensely disliked large motorcycle escorts and was always quick to express
his displeasure. On a visit to Kiel the German police had no less than eight
motorcyclists escorting his car. Prince Philip ordered the car to stop and politely
advised the German hosts that he would proceed no further until at least six of
the motorcycles were removed. Needless to say, this was done immediately.
HRH wrote all his own speeches, often on technical and highly complex subjects.
On these occasions it was often the task of the Equerry to research and provide
the necessary detail, most of which was far beyond my knowledge or
understanding. Fortunately there was a devoted band of “experts” and “advisors”
who could assist on these occasions and were delighted to do so, much to the
relief and gratitude of the Equerry.
In my position as Equerry, responsible for so much of the exactitude and smooth
running of the public appearances, it very soon became evident that every detail
was subject to scrutiny in high places. One of the first visits on which I was in
attendance was at Greenwich and HRH was in Royal Naval Uniform.
Continued page 19
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MASSAGE & REFLEXOLOGY
At Natural Healing Energy,
The Old Schoolhouse
SHAFTESBURY SP7 8BP

H.M.GEE

With Rebecca Bruce-Ahrens

Garden and House

MAR, MCThA

Maintenance

I am a fully qualified complementary
therapist with over 20 years’
experience. I hold a regular clinic at
Natural Healing Energy in
Shaftesbury. I offer home-visits on
request (within a 15 mile radius of
Shaftesbury).
 Reflexology
 Seated acupressure

Fully Insured
For a free quote
Please call

(On-Site

Massage)
 Reiki and Relaxation

For more information about these
therapies and their benefits, please
18

01963 548226
07815307497

Equerry in Waiting to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 1965-1968
Continued
For reasons which remain obscure he came without his white gloves and since I
was in Number 1 Dress, which included white gloves I was able to offer him mine.
The next day I received a call from the Adjutant General, suggesting that I explain
why I was improperly dressed on duty!
Prince Philip was the most dedicated of men: he spent a lifetime devoted to the
service and progress of his country. His great intelligence, his application and
extensive knowledge of world affairs, with all that implies in terms of twentieth
century progress in science and technology, are all well recorded. Few people
know that the Duke was an accomplished artist, but then perhaps few people also
know the reality behind His Royal Highness.
In addition to my duties for HRH, I was also fortunate enough to accompany HM
The Queen and HRH Duke of Edinburgh on State Visits abroad. These included
Belgium, Brazil and Chile, and also a visit to Canada to celebrate the Centenary of
the Dominion.
All too soon my tour was over and it was back to soldiering for eight months in
Sharjah as Company Commander with the 1st Bn Grenadier Guards. Service with
Prince Philip was an unforgettable experience for which I shall always be grateful
and during which I learned so much.
The friendship and support I received from so many members of the Household
and the Palace staff remain with me, but my contact with the Royal Household did
not end when I left Buckingham Palace.
As a result of my tour as
Equerry, I was for many years
invited to stalk at Balmoral for
the autumn cull of the Red
Deer and have many happy
memories, not only of
working for the Royal Family,
but of being privileged to
share in their private leisure.

Photo by Countess of Wessex
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PLUMBWOOD
for all domestic plumbing
repairs, Taps, Toilets,
Showers, etc—no job
too small
Woodwork projects
also undertaken
Call Tim or Helen Cronin:
(Marnhull) 01258 820520
Mobile 07780 673053

Model engines and accessories for radio control aeroplanes,
helicopters and boats.
Over 25 years of help and advice with model building and many more flying!
Unit 3, Shearstock Estate, Shearstock, Shaftesbury, SP7 9PT
01747 835817

www.justengines.co.uk
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justengines@enterprise.net

A little light relief…
What did I do with the car?
As I left a meeting at our church, I could not find my car keys. They were not in
my pockets. They were not in the church. Then I thought – I’ve left them in the
car! As I burst through the doors of the church, my heart sank: the church car
park was empty.
With a heavy heart I called the police, confessed that I had left my keys in the
car, and that it had been stolen. Then I made the really difficult call: “Darling,” I
began (I always call her ‘darling’ at moments like this). “Darling, I have left my
keys in the car, and it has been stolen."
There was a little gasp. “You did not have the car. I dropped you off.
Remember?”
My heart sang as relief flooded through me. “Of course! Thank God! Well, come
get me quick – I am already running late... what is keeping you?”
My wife replied with ominous calm: "What’s keeping me? I’ll tell you what’s
keeping me. The police are here. They think I’ve stolen our car...”
How to stay safe this Spring
1. Avoid riding in automobiles. They are responsible for 20% of all fatal
accidents.
2. Do not stay home. 17% of all accidents occur in the home.
3. Avoid walking on streets or pavements. 14% of all accidents occur to
pedestrians.
4. Avoid traveling by air, rail, or water. 16% of all accidents involve these forms
of transportation.
5. Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all deaths occur in Hospitals. So, above all else,
avoid hospitals.
BUT:
You will be pleased to learn that only .001% of all deaths occur in worship
services in church, and these are usually related to previous physical disorders.
Therefore, logic tells us that the safest place for you to be at any given point in
time is at church!
A Bible study is safe, too. In fact, the percentage of deaths during Bible study is
not even .001%...
So, attend church, and read your Bible - IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!
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Services for the
Stour Vale Benefice
May 2021
Sunday

2nd May
5 Sunday of
Easter
th

Weston

Stour

16th May
7 Sunday of
Easter
th

9:15am
Parish
Communion

Buckhorn

East

9th May
6 Sunday of
Easter
th

11:00am
Parish
Communion

23rd May
Pentecost
10:30am
Morning Worship
CW

6:00pm
Evening Prayer
BCP

Fifehead
Magdalen

11:00am
Morning Prayer
BCP

6:30pm
Evening Prayer
BCP

Kington

11:00am
Morning Worship
CW

11:00am
Parish
Communion

10:30am
Morning Prayer
BCP

9:15am
Parish
Communion

Magna
Stour
Provost
Todber

West
Stour






9:15am
Parish
Communion

6:30pm
Evening Prayer
BCP

10:30am
Morning
Worship
CW

9:15am
Parish
Communion

Please remember we will be asking you to:
Use sanitizing gel on entry and exit,
give your contact details as strongly recommended for NHS ‘Test & Trace’
wear a face covering,
Observe social distancing at all times.

Please also remember we are not allowed to sing at the moment, and receiving
communion will be carried out in a different way to keep everyone as safe as possible.
But, most importantly, if you do feel ill or have symptoms of any kind, please do not come
to church.
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Readings for May 2021
2nd May
Acts 8:26-end*
1 John 4: 7-end

5th Sunday of Easter (W)
Psalm 22:25-end
John 15:1-8

9th May
Acts 10:44-end*
1 John 5:1-6

6th Sunday of Easter (W)
Psalm 98
John 15:9-17

16th May
Acts 1:15-17, 21-end*
1 John 5:9-13

7th Sunday of Easter (W)
Psalm 1
John 17:6-19

23rd May
Acts 2:1-21*
Romans 8:22-27

Pentecost (R)
Psalm 104:26-36, 37b
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

*The reading Acts must be used as either the first or second reading.
30th May
Isaiah 6:1-8
Romans 8:12-17

Trinity Sunday (W)
Psalm 29
John 3:1-17

6th June
Genesis 3: 8-15
2 Corinthians 4: 13- 5: 1

1st Sunday after Trinity (G)
Psalm 130
Mark 3: 20-end

Stour Vale Benefice Facebook Page
We have our own Facebook page! Go to Facebook.com and
search:
Stour Vale CofE—or click the link.
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/?ref=settings

If you ‘do’ Facebook then “like” our page for news, information,
resources, and all manner of other things. You can
still view our services etc. without ‘signing in’, just
click ‘not now’ when the ‘see more’ box comes up

Don’t miss out…….

23

St James the Least of All
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…

On the perils of holding a Rose Queen celebration
My dear Nephew Darren
On reflection, inviting your parishioners to join in our
annual Rose Queen celebrations may not have been entirely wise. It was
cheering to see that your people arrived on carnival floats, although it was less
happy that some of them should have chosen to dress up as coronavirus bugs,
full of those nasty spike proteins – that startled some of the timid residents in
our community.
Once the procession started, your drivers did not seem to have grasped the fact
that the vehicles were expected to tour the village slowly, for the benefit of
spectators, instead of treating it as a competitive race. I noticed that numbers
on your floats gradually diminished as they were flung off while careering
round corners. Those who had a walk of several miles back home while
dressed as pirates and ballerinas had my sympathy. Our tea ladies, however,
were less sympathetic when one of your hay bales was spun off on a tight
corner and went through our Women’s Guild like a row of skittles.
The local police normally use the afternoon to do a little gentle point duty while
drinking gallons of sweet tea; this year, the number of tickets issued for
speeding, and not social distancing, should boost our constabulary’s figures for
the next 12 months.
I must concede that the group who decided to make a papier mache swan for
one of your floats showed great imagination. It was such a pity that they did
not know a 15-foot-high swan would be driven under a 12-foot bridge. The
drama of its emergence, headless, was only exceeded by the following float
which appeared to have a group of Brownies being savaged by a demented,
bodiless, vulture.
I am sure that some of your people’s offers to help this year’s Princesses
campaign for election for Rose Queen next year were well-meant. However, I
don’t think our parish really wants a full-blown social media campaign for next
year’s Rose Queen, and so we will have to decline your offer.
The crowning of the Rose Queen is always a high point to the afternoon, but
could I point out that the ‘gold’ crown is only metal foil, and the ‘diamond’
sceptre is only a piece of glass? So, whoever it was in your crowd who walked
off with them, please may we have them back before next year?
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Diocesan Synod elections
Deanery Representatives – please consider voting for Richard Jones in the
upcoming Diocesan elections – thank you.

Thomas’ Alzheimer’s Run
On Sunday 1 August I will be aiming to raise £2000 for the
Alzheimer’s Research UK by running 33 miles from Sherborne
Cricket Club to Somerset County Cricket Ground in Taunton.
st

Mum has Alzheimer’s and vascular dementia. It’s as though Mum is dying from
the inside out, she doesn’t know who I am. The other morning, she asked Dad
(who she’s been married to for nearly 54 years) who he was.
One of the hardest things I have had to do was try to explain when Mum asked
how and when Julia (my sister) died.
Most of us know someone with one of the 134
forms of dementia. Please go to the Just Giving
website and type in Thomas Trevor to donate and
help find a cure for this horrible condition. Thank
you

Or type in
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thomastrevor2

Munchkins
It has not been possible to hold meetings of Munchkins, the Benefice Mother &
Toddler Group, since the start of the first lockdown. I would love to be able to
restart some time between Easter and the summer holiday but unfortunately we
have lost helpers and will need to have more volunteers to make this possible. We
meet for two hours on Thursday mornings during term in Buckhorn Weston Village
Hall. I am willing to carry on running the group but I need a rota of helpers who
are willing to help me set up the equipment before the start of each session and
clear it away afterwards and either help in the kitchen or do simple craft work with
the children. We are a friendly group and would love to welcome new volunteers.
If you think you could help please contact Jenny Sledge (01963 370709).
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News from the Benefice Villages
Buckhorn Weston
Jars for Change
The Jars For Change collection during Lent raised just under £300 which was a
marvellous result and this has now gone off to Water Aid. Thanks to all who took
part.
Cake Sales
The final total for the delicious cakes made by Jenny and Audrey over the Easter
period came to just under £250 so a big thank you to them. This has boosted the
general funds (and also a few waistlines I would think!).
Plant Stall – Ebay – Ink Cartidges – The Giving Machine
My plant stall is up and running at 2 Rookside with lots of vegetable plants and
perennials on offer. All donations of surplus plants are gratefully received.
I am still selling a few things on E-Bay so if you think you have something suitable
please get in touch.
We are still collecting used ink cartridges for recycling but only small HP and Canon
ones please.
We are still registered with The Giving Machine so those of you who shop online
can donate to us at no cost to yourself by registering with them.
Fundraisers
The next church fundraiser will hopefully be the fete on Saturday 10th July. We
have provisionally booked the village hall so fingers crossed it can go ahead.
Our first coffee club is likely to be in September – I will update in a later issue.
Thank you all for your continuing support.
Pat Read, Church Treasurer, 01963 548017

Church Opening
I am pleased that, since Easter, the church is once again open during daylight
hours.
Easter Flowers
I would like to thank all the flower ladies, who decorated the church so beautifully
for Easter, and everyone who donated money for the Easter lilies.
Continued page 29
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ROB’S CLEARANCE
Full and partial house, garden, shed, garage undertaken.
All rubbish removed.
Recycling carried out.
Registered waste carrier.
Recommended by solicitors and estate agents.
Good interesting items purchased.
Friendly and reliable.

TEL: 01747 839751 / 07956414896

TAI CHI - QIGONG
A gentle, meditative
exercise suitable for ALL
abilities (can be seated)

THE

HANDYMAN

Improves balance, strength,
flexibility, Breathing & relieves stress
Helps with many chronic conditions

MAINTENANCE * REPAIRS *
IMPROVEMENTS

BUCKHORN WESTON VILLAGE HALL
ON TUESDAYS AT 10:45am
AND
EAST STOUR VILLAGE HALL
ON THURSDAYS AT 11am

CARPENTRY * PAINTING & DECORATING
PATIOS * DECKING

BOOKING ESSENTIAL

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE,
BUT, I DON’T DO CHANDELIERS

For more information and/or to
book your place

Contact Paul on:
Tel: 01747 858552
Mob: 07926 081758
Email: paul.wase565@gmail.com

CONTACT: JULIE MCDOUGAL

01747 821651 OR 07973 758106
Email:

juliemcdougal@btinternet.com
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Buckhorn Weston—continued
Churchyard Tidy
On Wednesday, 12th May from 5:00pm until 7:00pm, we are planning to clear the
walls onto the road, clear the grass from the path edges and verge and weed round
graves and shrubs. Many hands really do make light work so please come along
and help us for an hour or so. It would be helpful if you could bring your own
secateurs, shears or strimmer and tools for weeding, together with a wheelbarrow
or trug and a pair of gardening gloves would be useful.
Jenny Sledge
Brian Walker
I would like to thank the many, many people
who sent me such kind and supportive words
in the cards that I received remembering my
husband, Brian Walker who sadly died on
Good Friday. I should also like to thank you
for all the beautiful flowers.
Brian and I moved permanently to Buckhorn
Weston in 1993 and have been very, very
happy living in such a warm and friendly
village. The church was particularly important
to Brian and he enjoyed being a member of
the choir and supporting the many fund raising events to maintain the continuing
running of it. He was also a fund raiser for our new village hall, which was the
village’s millennium project, he was on the committee for producing the Buckhorn
Weston book, and the BWCT was important to him and he gave much of his time
and effort to a village that he grew so fond of. He was a dear and honourable man.
Thank you for remembering him so kindly.
Sandy

East Stour
Easter2021
We had a very good service on Easter Day: communion with the Vicar. And it was
well attended. No singing of hymns of course but we did have our very own little
choir of four people – Tony and Daphne, Chris and Joyce, who sang an Easter hymn
for us during the service and helped to raise our spirits. Many thanks to them.
Continued page 31
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Friendly lady Gardener, all small gardening jobs undertaken in the local
area including:
Grass Cutting
Weeding
Planting— Hanging Baskets and Pots
Pruning
Reasonable rates
Please call Lorraine on 01747 838120
Phone: 01747 838120
E-mail: Lozzspedding@gmail.com

Offering a professional service, producing Planning and
Building Regulation Drawings from initial ideas to approval
for:

 New Builds.
 Extensions.
 Conversions.
 Sap Energy Rating on New Builds and Highly Glazed Extensions
 Water Efficiency Calculations
Contact: 07968 739 168 spudivordesignltd@gmail.com
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East Stour—continued
Event in May
AGM Saturday, 22nd May at 9:30am in the Church
This is for all people who attend Christ Church as we elect the PCC members at this
meeting.
Church open
Please note that the church is open every day now so if you would like to have a
few quiet moments, do come in. There is also a bookstall at the back of the church
and if you would like one of the books, please take one and, if you can, make a
donation. We do not want the books to be brought back or any new books added
just now. Please leave the shelves tidy. Thank you.
Frances Austin-Jones

Fifehead Magdalen
Church reopens
With some semblance of normality returning it is wonderful to be opening up our
church again for services and private prayer.
Churchyard working parties
A huge thank you go to all the villagers who turned out for our Churchyard and
Graveyard working parties. A lot of hard work was put in and we even managed to
peel off some helpers to give the church a good clean. All socially distanced of
course!
APCM – Thank you to Roger Trevor
On the 13th April we held our APCM in the church and were very sorry to hear of
the retirement of Roger Trevor from the PCC although he has promised the use of
his home for future fundraising. Since 1985 Roger has been a constant presence
on our PCC which included two stints as Churchwarden.
Over the years he has overseen the refurbishment of the organ and undertaken
maintenance work throughout the church including the bells and was also Bell
Captain for many years. He has been responsible for organising many fundraising
events including in recent years an evening of opera, a musical afternoon and
several talks in the Church. We will miss his wealth of knowledge and thank him
for all he has done over the years.
Continued page 33
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Serving the Blackmore Vale for over 30 years
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Fifehead Magdalen—continued
Fundraising
Now we turn our thoughts to fund raising. In view of current times we have
decided to again cancel our annual Garden Day and instead hold the PLANT SALE
on the drive of Three Farthings starting on Saturday 22nd May at 10am. The sale
will continue until the plants are sold so is not just confined to the 22 nd. Do pop in
and take a look if you are passing.
As the cake and savoury sale was so successful last year we will be repeating it this
year. The Fifehead kitchens will be opening for orders on Saturday 15th May and
will continue until Thursday 27th May. A list of available items will be posted
through letterboxes and also posted outside Three Farthings so just put your
orders and money through the letterbox together with the date wanted and we
will do our best to please!
We are also going to be trying out a new idea – Friday Night Takeaways. On the
second Friday of each month we will be cooking a two course meal, main and
dessert, to be delivered to your door ready for heating up. The menu will change
each month and our first meal is scheduled for Friday 14th May. We will be putting
a flyer with more details through letterboxes but if you are outside the village (and
not too far away!) and might be interested then drop me an email at
rosemaryredwood@hotmail.com and we will email you through details.
Rosemary

Kington Magna
All Saints Spruce Up.
Sincere thanks go to all who helped with the Spring clean of the Church and
maintenance of the Church yard at All Saints on Saturday 10th April, it is greatly
appreciated. A great team who did the Church and grounds proud, amply supplied
with flapjacks, coffee and tea by Marika.
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.
A Book of Condolence has been placed in the Church available for anyone to
record an entry.
Continued page 35
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Kington Magna
Garden Open Day Sunday 4th July.
Would anyone who would like to open their garden or have a stall for teas from
1:30pm to 5:30pm, please contact me on 838669. Thank you.
Alma Floyd
All Saints 100 Club
April winners
1st Ray & Shirley Hart

2nd Tracey Hicks

3rd John Jamieson
John Jamieson

Stour Provost & Stour Row
Services in May
The usual service of Morning Prayer will take place on Sunday 9th May at 10:30am
and the Parish Eucharist service will take place on Sunday 23rd May at 9:15am. We
look forward to welcoming you to this service.
Annual Parochial Church meeting
The annual parochial church meeting will take place in the church at 10:30am on
Saturday 29th May. Everyone who is on the electoral roll is invited and it
represents your opportunity to input to the running of the church. If anyone is
interested in standing as a churchwarden, treasurer or a member of the PCC please
contact Liz Newton or me and we will be pleased to explain what is involved.
Gardens’ open and fund raising
Unfortunately we have had to cancel this year’s gardens open event as we did not
receive full support from villagers to hold it before COVID regulations were fully
removed. We hope that it can take place next year.
The fund raising committee for the PCC is working hard to organise some
replacement events to raise much needed funds for the church and these will be
publicised in due course.
Roger Robotham
Continued page 37
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QUALITY
CRAFTSMANSHIP

Master Thatchers

With over 30 years experience, we specialise in
combed wheat straw & Water Reed. As every
thatched roof is unique we apply quality
Craftsmanship to all roofs. If you require a small repair or a complete re-thatch, then please

contact us for FREE advice and a written quotation with NO VAT.

Steffan Frost—Master Thatcher
01963 370853—07522 856437

steffankoe@btinternet.com www.blackmorevalethatching.co.uk
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Stour Provost & Stour Row—continued
Stour Provost Village
Although it still remains a challenging time for everyone, I would like to thank all
those who have supported others in the village through these difficult times. We
are lucky that we have such a caring village spirit.
Roger Robotham

Stour Row—Village News
Church Services
As Roger has mentioned, we have Morning Prayer on 9th May at 10:30am and
Parish Communion on 23rd May at 9:15am. Still no singing, but Ralph and Piero will
play some music instead.
Annual Parochial Church meeting
As most villagers know, since All Saints church closed back in 2015 our parish
church is St. Michael & All Saints in Stour Provost. As with all organisations, we
have to have an Annual General Meeting which within the Church of England is
called the Annual Parochial Church meeting. Ours is at 10:30am on Saturday 29th
May in the church. To repeat Roger’s notes, anyone on the Electoral Roll can
attend and it is an opportunity to find out how the church is run and looked after
and to have a say in it. Should anyone be interested in being a Churchwarden or
any other office or being a member of the PCC (Parochial Church Council) do
contact me, Liz 838481 or Roger and we’ll explain what’s involved.
Thank you
This time last year I wrote to thank those who were helping those in need of
anything in the village and I do so again – it’s still very much appreciated.
Liz Newton

Todber
Fund-Raising
Thank you everyone who bought cakes and made donations.
We raised £174.40 for St Andrew's.
APCM
Friday May 7th, 2:15 pm in the church.
Please wear a mask and follow the guidelines posted in church.
Richard King
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Sales, servicing
and repairs to
all cars,
light commercials
and 4x4s
Proprietor:
Marcus Arnold

Free Collection & Delivery Service

One Family Owner Since 1908

Arnold’s Garage, Sherborne Causeway, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 9PX
Tel/Fax: 01747 838202 Mobile: 07989 356362
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West Stour
APCM – 12th May 7pm
Our APCM is due to be held on 12th May at 7pm in the Church. All will be welcome,
but if you would like to attend please let Pat (838738) or myself (838962) know in
advance.
Good Friday service
We were pleased to welcome 18 parishioners to our Good Friday service at which,
amongst other things, all worshippers were invited to light a candle in memory of
lost family and friends.
HRH Duke of Edinburgh
Many of us were deeply saddened by the not unexpected death of the Duke of
Edinburgh, but, like myself, have been amazed since, to read of the wide and
varied contributions that he made to many, many causes at home and abroad.
May he rest in peace, and the Queen and other members of his family be
heartened by all the messages of support and affection flowing to them.
Annual Plant Sale
Our annual Plant Sale will be held along the low-key lines of last year's, with plants
being sold from the end of certain driveways in the village. In this way we are
trying to avoid crowds of people, with the attendant risks of transmission of Covid19. The plants will be sold from Saturday 1st May to Sunday 9th May, with
donations being shared between St. Mary's Church, the Dorset & Somerset Air
Ambulance and the Salisbury Hospital Stars Appeal. (Diana West)
Tony Smith

A little more light relief...
The puppies
A client brought a litter of Golden Retriever puppies to the local veterinary
clinic for inoculations and worming. As the look-alike pups tumbled over and
under one another in their box, the experienced vet realised it would be
difficult to tell which had been treated and which hadn't. So, the vet turned on
the water tap, wet her fingers and gently moistened each dog's head as she
finished giving it the necessary shots.
After the fourth puppy, the vet noticed her hitherto talkative client had grown
silent and was looking rather reverent. As the animal doctor sprinkled the last
pup's head, the owner leaned forward and whispered, "Thank you so much. I
hadn’t realised you baptised them, too.”
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John’s Caravans
Mobile Caravan Servicing & Repairs
01747 853114

07546 548017

Lodden Garden & Property Care
Husband and wife team offering
garden and home improvements
including grass and hedge care,
kitchens and bathrooms, tiling and
decorating.
Call Katharine and Simon
07570 774400 to discuss your needs
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View from the Vicarage
I have just acquired a charcoal sketch which, from amongst a collection of many
different and more brightly coloured paintings, called to me. The main reason this
particular image grabbed my attention is the spirit of place it portrays; a long low
cottage sits on a grassy headland, looking out over the bay, with a rocky beach in
the foreground. It speaks to me of peace, tranquillity, the openness of the
landscape and the fresh sea air, and if I look at it for long enough and really
concentrate, I am there. It is a bay on South Bryher in the Scilly Isles – a place I’ve
never been except now in my imagination. But it doesn’t really matter where it is.
The picture portrays a place, any place, where I feel calm, at peace, home.
I have spoken about spirit of place before and I do believe it really is a thing. But
the important point is that it is personal. A place that speaks to one person may
leave another cold. It is the living connection between place, spirit and our own
selves that allows the atmosphere to be nourishing and it is not the same for
everyone. I was reminded of this recently while composing a piece for a naturewriting competition. I won’t win as there will be far more gifted writers than
myself entering, but it was a nice sojourn amidst grappling with the Christian
ethics surrounding euthanasia - yes, my LLM training is just one treat after
another! But I digress….

Continued page 42
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View from the Vicarage—continued
There is a woodland local to us here that I do not like at all, although I appreciate
others do. I find it has a rather dark atmosphere and whenever I have gone there,
I have felt it pulling down on my own spirit. The trees crowd in on me and there is
a heaviness in the air. But I know another woodland some distance away where
the opposite is true, and that is the one I have written about for the competition.
Rather than lowering my spirits, this one lifts them up. There is a welcome and a
gentle embrace from the trees there. There is a lightness in the air. The particular
walk I have reflected on in my writing took place in the autumn, when the
woodland floor looked like a tapestry of the richest colours and the sunlight
shining through the tree canopy acted like a spotlight on a stage. Even in that
season of decay, beauty and hope was all around, including the unexpected sight
of some deer!
Do places affect our mood or does our current outlook mirror itself in the place we
happen to be in? Probably both, but I think I would argue the former more
strongly. Last autumn was a low time for me and during that period I happened to
walk in both places. The local woodlands made me feel ten times worse but the
more distant woods saw me emerge with a renewed sense of hope. So I think
places can speak to us from their heart to ours, and those in which we feel we
belong tell us their story and invite us to share our own.

Love Barbara
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