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If you know someone who needs a paper copy please contact
Richard—details above
Published by The Stour Vale Benefice – Printed at Kington Magna
Copyright reserved on all material
Cover photo—Autumn’s Provision
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John’s Caravans
Mobile Caravan Servicing & Repairs
01747 853114

07546 548017

Lodden Garden & Property Care
Husband and wife team offering
garden and home improvements
including grass and hedge care,
kitchens and bathrooms, tiling and
decorating.
Call Katharine and Simon
07570 774400 to discuss your needs

4

Stour Vale Benefice





Service have now resumed—see service rota on page 22.
However please remember we will be asking you to:
Use sanitizing gel on entry and exit,
give your contact details as strongly recommended for NHS ‘Test
& Trace’,
wear a face covering
Observe social distancing at all times.

Please also remember we are not allowed to sing at the moment, and
receiving communion will be carried out in a different way to keep everyone
as safe as possible.
But, most importantly, if you do feel ill or have symptoms of any kind,
please do not come to church.
You will be guided through the procedures required so don’t worry about
them too much – it will be lovely to see you.

Stour Vale Benefice

Compline for Advent
Find some peace amidst the busyness of the season
at 7:00pm on
Tuesday 1st December
Tuesday 8th December
Tuesday 15th December
Tuesday 22nd December

On our Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Anglican-Church/Stour-ValeCofE-107130680934164/

Each week will include a short reflection on an Advent theme and
some music for prayer and contemplation.
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Serving the Blackmore Vale for over 30 years
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From the Vicar
Take Stock and be grateful
I am writing this from a very privileged position of being
surrounded by fields of crops, almost ready to be harvested,
yet I am acutely aware that writing about harvest this year is
so different from previous Octobers. It has made me think
very carefully about what we have all experienced as a result
of the Covid 19 pandemic.
Many of us have had to dramatically alter our lifestyles and expectations as a result
of this ongoing global crisis; on a local level our farmers and growers have
continued about their business and hopefully they will be rewarded with a plentiful
harvest. Those not involved in agriculture may have reaped a personal harvest in
the picking of vegetables from our gardens. This produce offers very tangible
evidence of harvest; from tiny seeds new crops appear; from our hard work we
reap our own rewards.
However there are other harvests which are much less tangible but offer an
equally important result. We can think of the considerable work of medical staff in
our hospitals and surgeries as a type of harvest, a harvesting of caring and healing.
Other key staff be they postal workers, telecommunications engineers, road
hauliers, refuse collectors, emergency workers, retailers (the list is endless), all of
them in their own way offer a harvest. Harvesting is a means of gathering in, of
collecting together what can sustain us in the months to come. Living in a rural
community we naturally think of farmers but we all in our own way offer
something to a global harvest or gathering in. Let us celebrate and appreciate this
joint contribution by giving thanks.
Harvest services will be slightly different this year but they all have the common
theme of being grateful for what we have received, what has been grown, what
has been achieved, what has been done. Harvest is a very good time to take stock
of our lives, to count our blessings and to consider what more we might achieve.
But it seems to me that God is right in the midst of all this activity and therefore it
seems all the more appropriate to give thanks, despite the anxiety and, at times,
heartbreak of the pandemic; simply saying thank you for what we have been given
from others and from God.
continued page 9
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MASSAGE & REFLEXOLOGY
At Natural Healing Energy,
The Old Schoolhouse
SHAFTESBURY SP7 8BP

H.M.GEE

With Rebecca Bruce-Ahrens

Garden and House

MAR, MCThA

Maintenance

I am a fully qualified complementary
therapist with over 20 years’ experience.
I hold a regular clinic at Natural Healing
Energy in Shaftesbury. I offer homevisits on request (within a 15 mile radius
of Shaftesbury).
 Reflexology
 Seated acupressure (On-Site

Fully Insured
For a free quote
Please call

Massage)
 Reiki and Relaxation

01963 548226

For more information about these
therapies and their benefits, please ring
me on 07749-935963 or email me at
rebeccaba65@gmail.com

07815307497

A little light relief...
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From the Vicar—continued
However, if you are suffering, out of work or anxious about the events happening
around us, the idea of giving thanks may not seem very relevant. Yet all of us have
something to be thankful for, be it the comfort of friends or family, the help
offered by others, or even just the fact that we live in such a beautiful part of the
world. I am deeply aware of the uncertainty and hardship that this pandemic has
given us but I am also impressed in how it has brought out the very best in many
people. Let us look at the example of those who have given so much during these
dark times and be thankful to them. That would seem to me to be the very
embodiment of a harvest celebration.
We thank Thee, then, O Father, for all things bright and good,
The seed time and the harvest, our life, our health, and food;
Accept the gifts we offer, for all Thy love imparts,
But what Thou most desirest, our humble, thankful hearts.
Every blessing
Richard
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Timepiece Restoration Ltd
Paul J. G. Stone C.M.B.H.I.

Repairs to French & English
Antique Clocks
All work done on the premises, guaranteed for 12 months.
Opening Times: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday—10am-1pm 2-5pm only.
Ferndale, Shaftesbury Road, Gillingham, SP8 4LL Tel: 01747 823339
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KEITH HOLLAND
Painter and Decorator
Tel No. : 01747 838959 (West Stour)
Mobile : 07939 407756
Painting and Decorating
Tiling
Free estimates
General Building
No job too small
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Thought for November
Remember....remember
How will we remember 2020? A time of uncertainty, unexpected deaths, a curtailment
of normal activities, job insecurity, a volatile stock market, weddings, parties and
holidays? Probably, yes. And what about the young? – no school, exam worries,
missing out on friends, sport and leisure activities. The list goes on, and I am sure you
can add to it.
It has also been a time of examining our own lives, to value and appreciate family and
neighbours; and, living where we do, to appreciate the nature and countryside that
surrounds us.
In all of this, however, our freedom has been reduced; visiting friends, those in homes,
or family who live far away, or going to the cinema, pub or a restaurant, and possibly
finding that some of our favourite shops are now closed.
Despite all this gloom we must remember that we live in a free country, not under
some cruel dictator; we are free to worship when and how we choose, although the
Service may have changed a bit. Free expression is certainly something to be valued.
So, let us remember what the second week of November is all about. There may be
fewer poppies around this year, there may be no march-past at the Cenotaph and no
British Legion parades, but November 11th has NOT been cancelled, and there is
nothing to stop us thanking God for the freedom we enjoy, for the dedication and
sacrifice of so many in the two world wars and in recent conflicts, who gave everything
for our freedom. We should always honour their names, and the names of our leaders
who brought us through those dark years, and whose anniversaries were remembered
in 2020.
There may be no official Remembrance Day Services, but that is no reason not to take
time to thank God that, despite the pandemic, we live in a free country where all are
free to thank God for His deliverance. Please take that opportunity.

With every blessing, Anthony.

Prayer for the month
As we give thanks this day, O Lord of Hosts,
for all that makes our common life secure,
and for the peace and freedom we enjoy,
we also remember with pride and gratitude
those who fought and died to make this possible.
We also pray that the memory of their sacrifice
may inspire us to help all people of any race and colour,
and to do your will for the world of our day,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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ROB’S CLEARANCE
Full and partial house, garden, shed, garage undertaken.
All rubbish removed.
Recycling carried out.
Registered waste carrier.
Recommended by solicitors and estate agents.
Good interesting items purchased.
Friendly and reliable.

TEL: 01747 839751 / 07956414896

TAI CHI - QIGONG
A gentle, meditative
exercise suitable for ALL
abilities (can be seated)

THE

HANDYMAN

Improves balance, strength,
flexibility, Breathing & relieves stress
Helps with many chronic conditions

MAINTENANCE * REPAIRS *
IMPROVEMENTS

BUCKHORN WESTON VILLAGE HALL
ON TUESDAYS AT 10:45am
AND
EAST STOUR VILLAGE HALL
ON THURSDAYS AT 11am

CARPENTRY * PAINTING & DECORATING
PATIOS * DECKING

BOOKING ESSENTIAL

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE,
BUT, I DON’T DO CHANDELIERS

For more information and/or to
book your place

Contact Paul on:
Tel: 01747 858552
Mob: 07926 081758
Email: paul.wase565@gmail.com

CONTACT: JULIE MCDOUGAL

01747 821651 OR 07973 758106
Email:

juliemcdougal@btinternet.com
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Compline & Company
While our meetings are suspended,
I am continuing to send a Compline & Company audio
file by email to those who regularly attend, providing our
service of Compline, including prayers, a reflection and a
time to be still.
If you don’t usually attend but would like to receive this, please email
me on barbara@allegro.co.uk and I will happily add you to my list.
Meanwhile, may the Lord
“hide us under the shadow of his wing”

From the Salisbury Diocese
'Beyond the Present'
a video for parishes and deaneries.
This video celebrates our work during the pandemic and looks to the future.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJyk9L05FEc&feature=youtu.be
More information on the Diocesan website:
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/whos-who/renewing-hope/beyond-the-present

Stour Vale Benefice Facebook Page
We have our own Facebook page! Go to Facebook.com and
search:
Stour Vale CofE—or click the link.
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/?ref=settings

If you ‘do’ Facebook then “like” our page for
news, information, resources, and all manner of
other things. You can still view our services etc.
without ‘signing in’, just click ‘not now’ when
the ‘see more’ box comes up

Don’t miss out…….
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Mark Watts trading as

(BESPOKE)
PICTURE FRAMING
SERVICE

commercial & domestic

Over 15 years experience

Covering

South Somerset, North Dorset and
West Wiltshire
3 phase and single phase installations
Condition reporting and appliance testing for
tenanted properties
Condition reporting for vendors or buyers
Remedial works and fault-finding
New builds or extensions
Consumer Unit and accessory changes
All works backed by NICEIC's Platinum
Promise

ON THE PREMISES

ARTISTS’ MATERIALS
ART GALLERY
Originals, Limited Editions
Prints and Posters
- framed & unframed FIND US AT THE BOTTOM OF THE HIGH
STREET ON THE CORNER OF THE
SQUARE

07400 22 88 42

01747 824 050

 info@wattselectricaldorset.co.uk
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Octavo Magazine
Changes for the New Year
Although for much of this year we have had to produce Octavo largely in
a digital format, we anticipate that from next January we will be able to
safely resume printing and distributing to the parishes once again.
We are aware that a good number of our subscribers are happy to
continue with a digital copy, but equally we believe there are also a good
number who have been missing out, or would prefer to receive a printed
version.
In order to make sure everyone gets the version they would like, we are
asking that every subscriber fills out the form on page 16 and hands it to
their distributor (with the appropriate money) when they come to collect
the 2021 subscription.
The subscription cost for printed copies remains at £6 for the year.
Subscription for the digital version (via email) will be £2 for the year.
Please note if you would like to receive/continue to receive Octavo by
email we need an email address and please sign the form to confirm you
are happy to be on our emailing database—you can unsubscribe any time
by just letting Richard know via email.
Please note that from next February Octavo will no longer be available in
full online via the website.

Subscriptions will be collected during December & January – PLEASE
NOTE WE NEED YOUR FORMS (and subscriptions) NO LATER THAN
WEDNESDAY 13TH JANUARY—thank you!
We look forward to hearing from you
and being able to supply Octavo to everyone once more.
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Octavo Magazine
Subscription preference form
Subscription for the Printed Version……….. £6 PAID ……….
Your Name and address for Delivery
Name ………………………………………………………….
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………...
Subscription for the Digital Version (via Email) ……….. £2 PAID ……….
Your Name ……………………………………………………
Parish (needed for office admin) ………………………………….
Your Email Address—please write clearly, it really does help!
……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Please sign to confirm you are happy for your email address to be in
our database*
Name………………………...……………….. Signed………………………………………….
Date………………………………………...
*you

can

unsubscribe

any

time

by

emailing

Rev

richard@allegro.co.uk—we will not use this list for any other purpose.
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Richard

29th November is the start of Advent…
The Promise of Advent
Stir up our hearts, we beseech you,
to prepare ourselves to receive your Son.
When He comes and knocks, may He find us not sleeping in sin,
But awake to righteousness,
Ceaselessly rejoicing in His love.
May our hearts and minds be so purified,
That we may be ready to receive His promise of eternal life.
from The Gelasian Sacramentary, c. 500 (the oldest official prayer book of the
Western Church)
And in the stresses of Covid and Christmas shopping:
(from) The Brewing of Soma
Drop thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of thy peace.
by John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-92 – American Quaker poet)
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FOOT CARE CLINIC
at EDWARDS FARM,
FOYLE HILL
Every Tuesday in the
month

Jenny Franks
SRN
20 years experience
CRB checked

Tel: 01747 853162
For appointments
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News from Stower Provost Primary School
November 2020
The first half term of this new academic year is now
complete, and everyone seems to be settling in well to the
‘new way of working’.
After the usual initial flurry of coughs, colds and
temperatures we get at the beginning of each year, our attendance has been
extraordinarily good, with a school average much higher than normal. This, I feel,
is a reflection of parent confidence in the measures we have taken and their
understanding of how important it is for their children to catch up after such a
disrupted year last year.
We have continued to develop our curriculum, with the children learning such
wonderful topics as The Earth in Space, All the Colours of the Rainbow, Frozen
Lands, Stone Age to Iron Age and Extreme Survival! The excited buzz I hear as I
walk round the school shows the children are really enjoying their learning in
school and they will often tell me what interesting information or curious facts
they have learnt.
Most aspects of school life continue as before, but there are some differences that
have proven to be great positives. We recently held parents’ evenings, but not
having face to face meetings has meant finding a suitable alternative to tradition.
Fortunately, technology has improved for schools enormously over the last year,
and we were able to invite parents to on-line, individual meetings to discuss their
child’s progress. One unexpected benefit of this has been for working parents
who have normally not been able to come to the meeting. This time, they were
able to log in at work to join in and for some of them, to ‘meet’ the teachers for
the first time. The technology has worked very well and staff are ready, should
the need arise, to deliver on-line lessons across the curriculum for children if they
are isolating at home.
We are also now planning our celebrations for Christmas at school with a Nativity
play and a carol service and usually this is a time when we would invite families
and the community in to share our special events. Although there is nothing to
compare with being in the school hall and seeing your child on stage dressed as an
angel, we will hopefully be able to recreate some of the magic by publishing
videos of the children’s performances on the school website. Do visit the website
- it is always being updated and will give you a flavour of what the children are
doing in their classes.
James Stanford
Headteacher—Stower Provost Primary School—01747 838370,
office@stowerprovost.dorset.sch.uk
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We have Exmoor Horn Sheep, Large Black Pigs, Dexter Cattle and

Dawns’ Happy Hens.

Meat available at the moment is Grass fed Dexter Beef (hung for
minimum 3wks) and Large Black Pork, butchered to suit your needs.

Pork Sausages,Back,Streaky & Cottage Bacon (green & smoked)
Eggs are sold from the ‘Egg Box’ at the top of the drive or from the farm.

For more information or to place an order please call Tim Wilton
Tel: 01963 371232 Mobile: 07720 345950
E-Mail: Sales@HardingsFarm.co.uk

For Sale!
Mazda MX5 Mark II Convertible
S-Reg – Green
Including: Service
history
Hard-top storage
cover
Full car storage cover
£1,900 ono
Serious enquiries only to Richard
on 01747 838494
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From the Organ Bench
If someone mentions the name ‘Arthur Sullivan’, you will probably think of the
operettas that he wrote with W.S. Gilbert. Actually Sir Arthur (1842-1900)
throughout his life longed to be taken more seriously as a classical musician.
Arthur Sullivan was of Irish ancestry, although he was born in London and
became a church organist at the age of 19. He composed his first and only
symphony at 24, and as well as the music for the operettas wrote much
church music – and much has been forgotten. But a few of his hymn-tunes
live on, notably the tune ‘St. Gertrude’ for ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers’ which
he wrote while staying at Child Okeford, not far from here, and a splendid,
rousing tune called ‘Bishopgarth’ for Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee hymn,
now usually sung at Harvest Festivals to ‘To thee, O Lord, our hearts we raise’.
Strangely, it seems that he may also have had a hand in an even better-known
tune which isn’t ascribed to him. The Rev. Clement Schofield was curate of St.
George’s, Cranley Gardens in London in the 1870s when Arthur Sullivan was
organist there. He was a good amateur musician and wrote over 40 hymntunes, and there is some evidence that he asked for Sullivan’s help with some
of them. My guess is that he wrote the melodies and Sullivan helped with the
four-part harmonies; but he kindly let Schofield have the credit. By far the
best-known of these tunes is ‘St. Clement’ for ‘The day thou gavest, Lord, is
ended’.
This deservedly much-loved hymn is the work of John Ellerton (1826-93). It
was a great favourite of Queen Victoria, who asked for it to be sung in all
churches to celebrate her Diamond Jubilee in 1897.
Underlying the words is the grand conception of the world-wide church,
expanding ‘till all thy creatures own thy sway’, as opposed to ‘earth’s proud
empires’ which will disappear. In the middle three verses it gives us a vision of
the globe, spinning through space, with the praise of God arising from country
after country, wherever darkness turns into light.
There is something wonderfully evocative about singing – perhaps with the
setting sun streaming in through the west window of a church at Evensong –
‘The sun that bids us rest is waking / Our brethren ‘neath the western sky’.
However much or little was input by Arthur Sullivan, both words and music
are a fine example of the evocative vision of glory that the Victorians did so
well. Thanks be to God for such a great marriage of text and tune.
David Duvall
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Services for the
Stour Vale Benefice
November 2020
Sunday

15th November
1st November 8th November
2nd before
All Saints Remembrance
Advent
9:15am
Parish
Communion

Buckhorn
Weston
East
Stour

11:00am
Parish
Communion

22nd
November
Christ the
King
10:30am
Morning
Worship
CW

10:30am
Morning Prayer
BCP

Fifehead
Magdalen

11:00am
Morning Prayer
BCP

4:30pm
Evening Prayer
BCP

Kington
Magna

11:00am
Morning Worship
CW

11:00am
Parish
Communion

Stour
Provost

10:30am
Morning Prayer
BCP

9:15am
Parish
Communion

Todber
West
Stour

Closed pending repairs to ceiling
10:30am
Morning
Worship
CW

9:15am
Parish
Communion

For guidance on attending services safely please see page 23
29th November Advent Sunday 10:00am communion Buckhorn Weston
Have you filled out your Octavo Subscription preference form?
See pages 15 & 16 for more information.
We need to hear from you by Wednesday 13th January so have your form ready for
your Octavo distributor when they come to collect your subscription for 2021
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Readings for November 2020
25th October
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Last Sunday after Trinity (G)
Psalm 1
Matthew 22:34-end

1st November
Revelation 7:9-end
1 John 3:1-3

All Saints Day Gold or W
Psalm 34:1-10
Matthew 5:1-12

8th November
Amos 5:18-24
1 Thessalonians 4:13-end

3rd Sunday before Advent (R)
Psalm 70
Matthew 25:1-13

15th November
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-end
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

2nd Sunday before Advent (R)
Psalm 90:1-8
Matthew 25:14-20

22nd November
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Ephesians 1:15-end

Christ the King (W)
Psalm 95:1-7
Matthew 25:31-end

29th November
Isaiah 64: 1-9
1 Corinthians 1: 3-9

1st Sunday of Advent (P)
Psalm 80: 1-8
Mark 13: 24-end

6th December
Isaiah 40: 1-11
2 Peter 3: 8-15a

2nd Sunday of Advent (P)
Psalm 85: 1-2 & 8-13
Mark 1: 1-8

When you attend services please remember we will be asking you to:





Use sanitizing gel on entry and exit,
give your contact details as strongly recommended for NHS ‘Test & Trace’
wear a face covering,
Observe social distancing at all times.

Please also remember we are not allowed to sing at the moment, and receiving
communion will be carried out in a different way to keep everyone as safe as
possible.
But, most importantly, if you do feel ill or have symptoms of any kind, please do not
come to church.
You will be guided through the procedures required so don’t worry about them too
much – it will be lovely to see you.
23

East Stour Hairport Ltd
Stylist for Men and Women
Debbie Hatcher 01747 838060
BackStreet, East Stour
Gillingham, Dorset.
SP8 5JX
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Did You Know?
Those of you who use ‘NextDoor’ may have seen a recent post
about the Mobile Post Office Service at Buckhorn Weston—there’s
one that comes to East Stour too—and I thought I’d dig out a bit
more information for those of us who haven’t previously come across this service.
As well as the obvious sending of letters and parcels, one very useful service is
their ‘Everyday Personal and Business Banking’ for the High Street banks:
What can I do?
 Pay in cash and cheques
 Withdraw money
 Check your balance
Where and when can I do it?
 Any Post Office
 Whenever it’s open
What do I need to access my account?
 Your card and PIN to withdraw money, check your balance and deposit cash
 Pay in cash using your card or pre-printed paying in slip
 Bring a pre-printed paying in slip to pay in cheques
 A branded envelope for your cheque deposit
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/everydaybanking

This is a service that’s available at both of the Mobile Post Offices that come into
our area. As the person writing on Next Door observed—no queues or trouble
parking and a very friendly service—so well worth checking out!

Buckhorn Weston

East Stour

Everyday Banking
Post Office Card Account Withdrawals
Parcelforce Express Services
Vehicle Tax
Foreign Currency - Euros Available
Travel Insurance
National Express - Tickets

Everyday Banking
Post Office Card Account Withdrawals
Parcelforce Express Services
Passport Check & Send - Paper
Vehicle Tax
Foreign Currency
Travel Insurance
Travel Money Card
National Express - Tickets
Savings Account ID Verification (free)
Village Hall
Wednesday 10:00-12:00

Village Hall Car Park
Wednesday 09:30-12:30
Friday 09:30-11:30
(Also carries cards and stationary)
25
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STOURS PARISH COUNCIL
Vacancy for Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
The Parish Councils of Stour Provost, Todber, West Stour and East Stour known as
‘The Stours Parish Council’ are seeking a Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to support
the Council
 Responsibilities include the preparation of agendas, taking the minutes at Parish
Council meetings, dealing with correspondence and keeping the Council’s website up
to date and compliant with regulations.
 There are 6 evening meetings a year for the Stours Parish Council and 8 Parish
evening meetings.
 The Clerk is also the Responsible Financial Officer whose duties include paying
invoices, budgeting and accounting and preparing accounts for the annual internal
and external audit
 The retrieval of VAT and payment of PAYE.
 In addition the candidate will need to be able to upload information onto the website
 A certificate in Local Council Administration or equivalent or the willingness to work
towards it.
 The Clerk will be the sole employee of the Council and have the ability to work alone.
 Hours to suit but number of hours to be agreed by the Council and the Clerk.
 Salary will be in accordance with the NJC scale LC1 commensurate with experience
and qualifications in the region of £4000 per annum.
Please contact clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk for an application form. Closing date for
applications 14th November and handover will be January 2021.

Free, one-to-one Coaching
A recent Channel 4 programme, The Write Offs, has prompted me to put pen to paper. It
was a stunning programme about adults who have struggled to read all their lives. Eight
adults volunteered to take part in this reality TV programme, adults who themselves have
struggled to read, and their host was Sandi Toksvig. How brave they were. They had not
only some concentrated one-to-one reading coaching over four months, but they were
also challenged four times to tackle some reading well outside their comfort zones. I had
every ounce of admiration for them all.
But this brings me to the point. Locally there is a group, Read Easy Blackmore Vale North,
who can give adults who struggle to read that self-same opportunity. Our coaching
methods are very similar to those used in the programme; in fact, we use the same book
series, but the learning programme is not as concentrated. We offer every reader two 30minute sessions a week with their own trained coach and in a confidential private venue so
there are no interruptions. One of our former learners, who has since written a book,
texted to say that the tv programme "reduced me to tears as it hit home how much I have
gone through to get where I am now".
Our local coverage is Shaftesbury to Sherborne, with Marnhull, Gillingham, Mere,
Wincanton and the villages in between.
If you know any friends or family members who would like to learn to read, do encourage
them to give us a ring. Call Jenny on 07748 977330 or email jenny@readeasy.org.uk.
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PLUMBWOOD
for all domestic plumbing
repairs, Taps, Toilets,
Showers, etc—no job
too small
Woodwork projects
also undertaken
Call Tim or Helen Cronin:
(Marnhull) 01258 820520
Mobile 07780 673053

Model engines and accessories for radio control aeroplanes,
helicopters and boats.
Over 25 years of help and advice with model building and many more flying!
Unit 3, Shearstock Estate, Shearstock, Shaftesbury, SP7 9PT
01747 835817

www.justengines.co.uk
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justengines@enterprise.net

News from the Benefice Villages
Buckhorn Weston
Harvest Collection
Our Harvest service collected £128 for RABI and the LBW ladies cricket team
donated another £72 for it so I will send off £200 to them. There was also a
collection of goods for the food bank which the Vicar is storing until needed.
Plant Sales
Plants sales continue at 2 Rookside and so far have raised around £1700. I am very
grateful to all those who have donated plants for sale and am happy to take any
donations of unwanted perennials etc so I can get them ready for sale. It will keep
going until at least the end of October.
E-Bay sales
I have started selling items on E-Bay again to boost our funds – I had hoped to sit
back from that now the funds for the bells and clocks have been reached but needs
must so if you think you have anything I can sell please get in touch.
Grand Draw
As our Christmas Fayre will not be taking place this year we will hold another
Grand Draw to try to replace the funds it makes. Since the bells and clock have
been repaired we have had our annual lightning conductor check and they pointed
out that the new metal bell frame needed earthing at a cost of £1000 so any
monies we make from the raffle with go towards that. I will be happy to take any
items suitable as prizes and the main prize will be the usual Christmas hamper with
meat voucher. Tickets will be available shortly at £1 each in books of five so if you
would like to buy or even better sell any for us please let me know. The draw will
take place at the church on Saturday 19th December at midday. Our lovely cake
making ladies have offered to make some for the event and a list of what is on
offer will be ready nearer the time.
We look forward to happier times when we can have our coffee clubs, soup
lunches etc and see all our supporters and friends again.
Pat Read, Church Treasurer, 01963 548017

Remembrance Sunday Service
Because of current Covid restrictions, sadly it is not possible to hold a Benefice
Remembrance Sunday Service, so instead we will be starting our 9:15am Parish
Communion on Sunday, 8th November, with a short act of Remembrance.
Continued page 31
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Sales, servicing
and repairs to
all cars,
light commercials
and 4x4s
Proprietor:
Marcus Arnold

Free Collection & Delivery Service

One Family Owner Since 1908

Arnold’s Garage, Sherborne Causeway, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 9PX
Tel/Fax: 01747 838202 Mobile: 07989 356362
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Buckhorn Weston—continued
Col David Roe
We are sorry to say goodbye to David who, after a little over 30 years living first in
Hill Farm and then Orchard Hill, has moved to Sherborne. He has been a loyal
member of our congregation, reading the lessons on a regular basis. He has
helped at our fund raising events, in particular the Summer Fete, and for a good
twenty years has been in charge of churchyard mowing. Howard Read has now
taken over that responsibility. We thank David for his contribution to church life
and wish him all the best in his new home.
Jenny Sledge
Thank You!
I am very grateful to all who have contributed to my stall in our lay-by over the
Summer months. I made over £250 for “The Labrador Rescue Trust”. I had plants!
jigsaws! Vegetables! Books! Jams & Chutneys! With all the walkers in ‘Lockdown’ I
did very well. Thank you all very much and I hope to open again in Spring.
Pam White

East Stour
Harvest
We had our Harvest, such as it was, on Sunday 4th October. It wasn’t like any
harvest service we have had in the past but, of course, it was harvest in the sense
that we were giving thanks for all the gifts we are given to preserve our life. How
lucky we are to live in such a land that provides us with abundant food to sustain
us, and we give thanks to the farmers and other workers who labour continuously
to grow it. This year only tinned and dried foods were brought to be taken to one
of the food banks that help people in need. There was no singing of the usual
harvest hymns, but I did play one or two during the service and no doubt people
recognised them, so a very special ,if unusual, harvest this year.
Change of service time
As usual when the days shorten we no longer have our Evening Service but move
to Morning Worship. So in November on the third Sunday of the month we shall
have our service at 10:30am in the morning. Don’t forget!
Not very much news at the moment, I am afraid. Perhaps we shall get back to
normal eventually. Meanwhile, take care!
Frances Austin-Jones
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Friendly lady Gardener, all small gardening jobs undertaken in the local
area including:
Grass Cutting
Weeding
Planting— Hanging Baskets and Pots
Pruning
Reasonable rates
Please call Lorraine on 01747 838120
Phone: 01747 838120
E-mail: Lozzspedding@gmail.com

Offering a professional service, producing Planning and
Building Regulation Drawings from initial ideas to approval
for:

 New Builds.
 Extensions.
 Conversions.
 Sap Energy Rating on New Builds and Highly Glazed Extensions
 Water Efficiency Calculations
Contact: 07968 739 168 spudivordesignltd@gmail.com
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Fifehead Magdalen—continued
“Meals on Wheels”
Our “Meals on Wheels” Harvest Supper was a huge success and a total of 60 meals
were delivered around the village on the evening of the 10th October. Together
with the Auction of Promises we raised an amazing £1,388.
None of this would have been possible without the hard work of Mac and Valerie
LaFosse who produced some delicious curries and Dee Trevor who made the
equally delicious steak and kidney pies.
We must also say a huge thank you to the Villagers who not only donated a
magnificent selection of “Promises”, but then bid generous amounts to secure
other ones. It is always nice to see the village working together in times such as
these.
“Alternative” Christmas Fair
And now we are turning our attentions to our “alternative” Christmas Fair. This
year the intention is to distribute a list of all the jams, marmalades, jellies,
chutneys etc, that we would usually sell and also a list of cakes, savouries, mince
pies etc that the ladies of the village are willing to take orders for. This will follow
the format of the Summer Fair so if you had any particular favourites then let us
know and we will make sure we include them. If anyone outside the village is
interested in ordering from our list (which will be posted on the Village Website,
http://fifeheadmagdalen.btck.co.uk), then just ring Dee on 821517 or Rosemary on
820225.
Alix Brooke has kindly agreed to take orders for Christmas cakes. There will be a
choice of 6”, 7” or 8” ones, all beautifully covered with marzipan and icing and she
is asking for donations for church funds with a minimum suggested amount of £20,
£25 or £30 respectively according to the size. These will be available for delivery
from mid-December. Please ring Alix to place your order or get more information
– 01258 820083.
Rosemary
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North Dorset Disability Information Service








New & used equipment
Hire equipment
Disposable items
NHS hearing aid batteries

Unfortunately due to the
current health crisis our
monthly meetings have been
suspended.
Normal service will be
resumed when it is safe to do
so.

Information & Advice
Volunteer opportunities

Open

Sturminster Newton
Heritage Trust

10am to 1pm
Tue, Thurs, Sat

Please note that the museum
is also closed at this time.

3 Newbury, Gillingham SP8 4QX
(Opposite Lidl)
Tel. 01747 821010
www.norddisdorset.org.uk
Reg. Charity No. 1110328
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Kington Magna
The final result of the Ride and Stride was £525. Very well done to all who took
part and our thanks for all your contributions.
We send our very best wishes to all who are unwell at this time. You are in our
thoughts and prayers.
Keep safe everyone.
Alma Floyd
All Saints 100 Club
The new Club year has started very well with all tickets sold. Please see below the
results for October.
Our Special thanks go to all who supported us throughout last year and to all our
supporters this year, we send you our gratitude.
October results
1st June Brown

2nd Charles Perry

3rd Penny Plunket
John Jamieson

Stour Provost & Stour Row
Services in November
In November there will be a service of Morning Prayer at 10:30am on Sunday 8th
November and a Parish Eucharist service at 9:15am on Sunday 22nd November. We
have had increased congregations since services have commenced which has been
great and we look forward to welcoming you to these services.
Please remember to wear a face covering in church as this is now mandatory if you
are over 11 years old, unless you are unable to wear one for medical reasons.
Auction of promises
The church is urgently in need of funds as we did not hold the gardens’ open event
this year and it was closed for over three months. We have also spent more than
£3,000 this year and last year completed minor repairs to the chancel and Lady
Chapel. To raise funds we will be holding an auction of promises where villagers
will be able to bid for talents or services provided by generous donors. Further
details will follow next month and we hope that it will be a big success.
Roger Robotham
Continued page 37
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QUALITY
CRAFTSMANSHIP

Master Thatchers

With over 30 years experience, we specialise in
combed wheat straw & Water Reed. As every
thatched roof is unique we apply quality
Craftsmanship to all roofs. If you require a small repair or a complete re-thatch, then please

contact us for FREE advice and a written quotation with NO VAT.

Steffan Frost—Master Thatcher
01963 370853—07522 856437

steffankoe@btinternet.com www.blackmorevalethatching.co.uk
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Stour Provost & Stour Row—continued
Stour Provost Village

Village Help
Although it still remains a challenging time for everyone, I would like to thank all
those who have supported people in the village through shopping, collecting
prescriptions, donating to the Foodbank or making regular phone calls to check
that others are managing to cope. We are lucky that we have such a caring village
spirit.
Roger Robotham

Stour Row—Village News
Church Services
As Roger has mentioned above, our services this month are 10:30am Morning
Prayer on the 2nd Sunday and on the 4th Sunday our Parish Eucharist at 9:15am.
Churchyard clear up
As many of you will have noticed, we’ve had our annual tidy up of the churchyard
and I’d like to thank the volunteers for their sterling work in pollarding the trees
and strimming the bank. It certainly looks better. I’d also like to take this
opportunity to thank Karen for her efforts in mowing and strimming during the
year – not an easy task what with all the obstacles.
Auction of Promises
I won’t repeat what Roger says above, just to say that when the ‘Promises’ are
published please dig deep!!
Octavo
I should have mentioned this before – if you’d like a paper copy of Octavo let
either Rev Richard or me know and a copy will be printed off and delivered!
Liz Newton

Todber
Ride 'n' Stride
Jane Stanford raised £361. Thanks very much Jane.
Other Fund Raising
Roy Thompson has raised some money for the church. Thanks very much Roy.
Richard King
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SEAN BARRINGTON
SHARPENING SERVICES
Garden Shears, Pruners, Secateurs, Loppers, Scissors, Knives, Wood Chisels,
Rotary Mower Blades, Horse and Dog Clipping Blades
13 Old Market Centre | Gillingham | Dorset | SP8 4QQ
Tel: 01747 228664 | 07950 746416
www.seanbarringtonclippers.co.uk
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West Stour
Not surprisingly, we again have very little to report except that we were very
pleased to be able to celebrate Harvest Festival on Sunday 18th October.
There were 19 of us present, including 5 from other villages, whom we are always
delighted to welcome to our Church and thank them very much for their regular
support. The collection for Water Aid raised £125, thank you.
One of the notable features of the morning was the beautifully decorated font, for
which we were greatly indebted to Margaret, whose keen eye and skilful hands
always produce a treat.
Remembrance
Sadly I have to report that there will be no door-to-door poppy sales this year, but
villagers will be able to acquire poppies either by visiting the Royal British Legion
website or by “purchasing” their poppies from a number of supermarkets ,
including Tesco, Aldi & Sainsbury’s.
Tony Smith
Photos courtesy of Pat Fowler
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View from the Vicarage
A few weeks ago a conversation made
me think about Deborah. When I was
seven, I spent a while in hospital to
have a brain tumour removed.
Deborah was also a patient on the
ward, much older than me or so she
seemed - she must only have been in
her mid-teens! I’m not sure exactly
what was wrong but I remember it was
a recurring problem with her spine.
Deborah was lovely. She chatted with
me, comforted me, played with me, and gave me one of the hospital teddies to
keep for my stay. After my operation I went home, leaving Deborah and her dark
curly tussled hair on the ward, and over the decades I have often thought of her
and hoped that she was OK too.
As I left, I returned Hospital Ted to a nurse who asked if I’d like to keep him. I said
no because I felt he belonged on the ward where other children would need him
as much as I had. He must stay there because he still had a job to do for others
who would come after me.
Fast-forward to last month when Sweep and I were exploring the footpaths
around Kilve in Somerset. The previous weeks had been frantically busy, both at
work, home and with college studies. I didn’t know which way to turn and these
walks, during our short holiday, were helping to clear my head a little. The path
led us up from the pebble beach and behind the village church where, lying
around the base of a bench were a large number of beach pebbles that had been
painted with pictures and uplifting words. As I admired them, one sprang out at
me – a picture of three ‘stick’ girls, hand in hand, with the words “I get by with a
little help from my friends”. I don’t know who painted it or why, but there it lay to
help me as I tried to let go of life’s current demands. I sat for a while, giving
thanks for the truth of that statement and being encouraged by its message.
And then I walked away, leaving it there for someone else who might arrive at that
bench, weary, exhausted, and in need of a reminder of those who are supporting
them. The pebble had spoken to me and I took a photo of it, but it must stay
there because it still has a job to do for others who will come after me.
Continued page 42
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View from the Vicarage—continued
Whenever we run into rocky times, some gift will
appear unexpectedly to encourage and cheer.
Hospital Ted came to me out of the kindness of
another – and, unknowingly to the artist, so did
the beach pebble. But neither was just for me.
Their job is ongoing and others will follow me,
with different concerns or anxieties but, at that
particular moment, needing that little token of
kindness to set them back on the path with a
lighter step.

Love Barbara
Have you filled out your Octavo Subscription preference form?
See pages 15 & 16 for more information.
We need to hear from you by Wednesday 13th January so have your form ready
for your Octavo distributor when they come to collect your subscription for 2021

Weekly Newsletters
Richard is sending out a weekly newsletter via e-mail which will give details
of the readings used on a Sunday along with some prayers and a few
inspirational words on which to ponder. If you would like to receive this,
then e-mail him at richard@allegro.co.uk using the word ‘subscribe’ in the
subject line.

Octavo
If you know of anyone who would appreciate a printed copy of Octavo,
please contact Richard and he will organise copies as needed . Please also
see pages 15 & 16 for news about next year’s subscriptions.
Richard may not be seeing you out and about, but he is on the end of the
phone if you need to talk!
01747 838494
richard@allegro.co.uk
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