
Stour Vale Letter No. 9 
 
VE Day 2020  
Because of the many restrictions to do with the church buildings and 
the ringing of bells this act of remembrance will be a very quiet affair 
and for most of us will be a private act. For those who wish to join with 
others, please be with me for a broadcast morning prayer tomorrow 
(Friday) at 9am which will include prayers and poetry for this occasion. 
 
Collect for VE remembrance day 
From the Act of Commitment for Peace 

Lord God our Father, we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, in the cause 
of peace, for the relief of want and suffering, and for the praise of your name. Guide us 
by your Spirit; give us wisdom; give us courage; give us hope; and keep us faithful now 
and always. Amen. 

 
UK Blessing 

You may have already seen it on our Facebook page but, if 
not, do take a look at this YouTube video. From their 
homes, singers from a variety of church traditions across 
the UK sing a blessing over the nation. You may have to skip 
an advert but the video itself is stunningly beautiful and 
very moving – a blessing indeed in these times: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U&fbclid=IwAR3CBSkuFbEF1A-
VceDAbkCu3UTABXswFXsJiWB7Hu1xNRthn_Hg9O_lR4Y 
 
 
Online Services 
Our regular online services continue on our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/   
You can join us live at the following times or watch the videos afterwards: 
 
Sunday morning at 11.00am   Communion 
(from the Vicarage Study) 
 
Wednesday evenings at 9:00pm  Compline   
(from Barbara’s sitting room) 
 
Friday mornings at 9:00am   Morning Prayer  
(from the Garden Chapel, weather & technology permitting!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U&fbclid=IwAR3CBSkuFbEF1A-VceDAbkCu3UTABXswFXsJiWB7Hu1xNRthn_Hg9O_lR4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U&fbclid=IwAR3CBSkuFbEF1A-VceDAbkCu3UTABXswFXsJiWB7Hu1xNRthn_Hg9O_lR4Y
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/


Readings & Collect for Sunday 10th May  – Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 
Acts 7:55-end Psalm 31:1-6 & 15-16 1 Peter 2:1-10 John 14:1-14 
 
Collect:  
 Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome 

death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going 
before us you put into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may 
bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Pause for Thought 
This was shared by our friend, the Rev. Preb. Mike Vockins: 
 
In challenging, testing, times such as we are now living through, the cares and anxieties, 
and the sense of the “unknown”, of an experience many of us have never encountered 
before, can weigh quite heavily with many of us. At such times I find myself remembering 
some words I occasionally used at various school Speech Days; 
 

TWO MEN LOOKED OUT BETWEEN PRISON BARS; 
ONE SAW MUD, THE OTHER SAW STARS. 

 
They shared the same vantage point, but one could only look down – 
and despondently saw the mud; the other looked out, looked up, and looked beyond his 
present circumstances – and saw stars. He had vision and, almost certainly, a feeling that 
God indeed was in his heaven.  
 
So that encourages us to look out, look up, look to the stars and grasp your vision. Go for 
it! Winston Churchill, who grappled with so many challenging and testing situations, 
expressed these thoughts in a different, yet not dissimilar, way: 
 

“A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; 
an optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.” 

 
 
 
Quote of the week: 
from Monty Don on last week’s “Gardener’s World”…. 
 

“We must remind ourselves that the flowers do still appear –  
the sun does still shine.” 

 
 



Christian Aid Week 
Due to the Covid 19 restrictions, Christian Aid Week is moving online 
with new resources to help you fundraise and connect with your 
community virtually. You can donate online and their website also 
includes a guide to help you run virtual fundraising and prayers.  
 
You can also sign up to their live-stream services during Christian Aid 
Week from 10th -16th  May on their website: www.christianaid.org.uk  
Do support their important work if you can. 

 
 
A Poem for VE Day 
 
Unmentioned in dispatches 
by Peter Wyton  
 
Some of them never come home to fanfares, 
they dump their kitbags down at the door, 
kiss their wives and let their children 
wrestle them down to the kitchen floor, 
switch the telly on, pour out a whiskey, 
search for the local football score. 
 
Some of them skip the quayside welcome, 
dodge the bunting and cannonade, 
make their landfall in silent harbours, 
nod to the coastguard, but evade 
the searchlight of public scrutiny 
like those engaged in the smuggling trade. 
 
Some of them land at lonely airfields 
far removed from the celebration, 
hang their flying gear in a locker, 
cadge a lift to the railway station, 
make for home and take for granted 
the short-lived thanks of a grateful nation. 
 
Some of them miss the royal salute, 
the victory parade along the Mall, 
the fly-past, the ships in formation passing 
the cheering crowds on the harbour wall. 
Remembered only by friends and relatives, 
some of them never come home at all. 
 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/


For your Prayers: 
Perhaps pray for all in leadership at this time, making decisions about the 
containment of the COVID-19 virus, for those working in health and social 
care, and especially for the most vulnerable, whether elderly or those with 
underlying health conditions. Please also remember those who are ill with 
other conditions and finding life especially difficult amidst the current 

restrictions, those who have had to cancel their wedding, delay their child’s baptism and 
miss attending funerals due to graveside services only being allowed with just immediate 
family in attendance.  
 

A Prayer for all those affected by coronavirus: 
 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.  
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick,  

and lift up all who are brought low;  
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us  

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 
 

 
 
And finally…. 
…a second “Quote of the Week” to bring you a much-needed 
smile comes from His Reverence while eating his lunch:  
 

“What’s for dinner?”  
 

 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We hope these benefice letters will be of interest and support to you but 
if you do not wish to continue receiving them, please email me at richard@allegro.co.uk 
with “Unsubscribe” in the subject field. 
 

Revd Richard Priest – Vicar of the Stour Vale Benefice 
Telephone: 01747 838494          Email: richard@allegro.co.uk 
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