
Stour Vale Letter No. 10 
 
 
Online Services 
 
Our regular online services continue on our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/   
You can join us live at the following times or watch the videos afterwards: 
 
Sunday morning at 11.00am   Communion 
(from the Vicarage Study) 
 
Wednesday evenings at 9:00pm  Compline   
(from Barbara’s sitting room) 
 
Friday mornings at 9:00am   Morning Prayer  
(from the Garden Chapel, weather permitting!) 
 
 
Readings & Collect for Sunday 17th May  – Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 
Acts 17: 22-31 Psalm 66: 7-end 1 Peter 3: 13-end     John 14: 15-21 
 
Collect:  

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to 
life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy  
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Special Service for Ascension Day – Thursday 21st May 

 
This coming Thursday is Ascension Day and Richard will be celebrating a 
special communion service on our Facebook page for the occasion.  
Do join us at 7.30pm: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/   
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Faith at Home 

Faith at Home is a national campaign that builds on the work of 
Growing Faith and Everyday Faith to support the faith development 
and pastoral care of children and young people.  

It seeks to provide: 

 Experiences that inspire parents and families to grow in faith together in the 
‘new daily normal’ of the home 

 Resources that equip children and young people to explore faith together and 
feel supported pastorally as part of school and church communities  

 Networks that connect school leaders, church leaders, chaplains to share great 
practice and build community together focused on the faith development of chi ldren 
and young people. 

Why the home? Home is both a place and feeling. It is where we eat, where we 
sleep, where we find ourselves at the start and end of our day. Home is where we 
can feel the strongest sense of belonging, where we can feel connected to ‘our 
people’, where we can feel part of ‘our tribe’. It can also be a place of doubt, 
questions, loneliness and fear. While talking about being the vine, Jesus invites us to 
be at home in him, as he is at home in us (John 15:1-4 MSG). We are invited to 
imagine that we are sharing our everyday lives with each other and with God, 
intertwined by love as a community of growing faith. 

For more information and resources see https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-
action/faith-home 

 
Quote of the week 

…from the National Trust: 

“In these uncertain times we know you might feel 
unsure. But the flowers still grow, birds still sing and 
waves still sweep the shore. And with the rising and 

setting of the sun, nature reminds us all that brighter 
days will come.” 

 
 
Pause for Thought 
 
At this week’s meditation group meeting (on Zoom, of course!) we spent time mulling 
over the Bible passage of Jesus appearing to the disciples on the beach and cooking them 
breakfast. I love these post-resurrection appearances of Jesus – they all have something 
really special about them.  
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What strikes me about this particular story (John 21: 1-
14) is the way Peter says “I’m going fishing” and the 
other disciples all decide to go with him. It seems that, 
without Jesus, they don’t really know what to do and so I 
can hear the sigh in Peter’s voice as he says this. When 
their hopes and dreams are shaken, he goes back to the 
old life, to what he knows best, to what is familiar and comfortable – fishing. It takes 
Jesus, appearing on the beach and offering some top tips on where to throw the net, that 
reminds Peter and his companions that, there is no going back. Jesus is still pointing the 
way. And so, we too, should be ready to let the old ways go and dive into the water with 
Jesus as our guide, looking forward to a future of hope and promise. 

Barbara 
 
 
One goes ahead of you 
 
You do not have to do this on your own. 
The path has been trodden before. 
One goes ahead of you. 
All your doubts and fears, 
spoken and unspoken, 
have been experienced before.  
Whatever you face has been faced. 
Your questions about life and death. 
And the personal stuff you are carrying with you. 
That sack of stories. 
All of it is shared. 
This does not mean that everything is planned out for you. 
But rather that the path will reveal itself as you walk it. 
With just the hint of another. 
The outline of a footprint in the earth, 
some clearing in the grass, 
a fragrance. 
So take the next step, with faith and hope and love. 
One goes ahead of you.    

Ian Adams      
 
The Church of England’s “Daily Hope”  

 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, recently 
launched a free national phone line as a simple new way to 
bring worship and prayer into people’s homes while church 
buildings are closed because of the coronavirus. Over 6,000 
calls were received in the first 48 hours from across the 



country, with many being referred by friends, family or church members. Calls have so far 
spanned more than 50,000 minutes, with some of those accessing the service listening to 
the music, prayers and reflections for up to 50 minutes at a time. 
 
Daily Hope, which is available from today, offers music, prayers and reflections as well as 
full worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  
The line has been set up particularly with those unable to join online church services 
during the period of restrictions in mind. So if you know of someone who does not have 
access to the internet, do let them know about this. 
 
The line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 
 
 
For your Prayers: 
 

Perhaps pray for all in leadership at this time, making decisions about the 
containment of the COVID-19 virus, for those working in health and social 
care, and especially for the most vulnerable, whether elderly or those with 
underlying health conditions. Please also remember those who are ill with 
other conditions and finding life especially difficult amidst the current 

restrictions, those who have had to cancel their wedding, delay their child’s baptism and 
miss attending funerals due to graveside services only being allowed with just immediate 
family in attendance.  
 
 

A Prayer for all those affected by coronavirus: 
 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.  
Sustain and support the anxious,  

be with those who care for the sick,  
and lift up all who are brought low;  

that we may find comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate us  

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: We hope these benefice letters will be of interest and support to you but 
if you do not wish to continue receiving them, please email me at richard@allegro.co.uk 
with “Unsubscribe” in the subject field. 
 

Revd Richard Priest – Vicar of the Stour Vale Benefice 
Telephone: 01747 838494          Email: richard@allegro.co.uk 

mailto:richard@allegro.co.uk
mailto:richard@allegro.co.uk

