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Our treatments: 

Osteopathy, Cranial Osteopathy, Acupuncture,  

Herbal Medicine, Massage 

We specialise in: 

Backs, Joints, Muscles, Ligaments, Tendons, Aches, Pains, 

Digestive Problems, Stress, Emotional Issues, Headaches 



3 

 

Vicar     The Rev’d Richard Priest 
 The Vicarage,  Kington Magna, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 5EW 
 Email: richard@allegro.co.uk  01747 838494 Day off—Monday 
 

Licensed Lay Minister  Anthony Thomas 
 Cobb Cottage, Church St, West Stour, Gillingham, Dorset  
 Email: anthony.thomas2016@outlook.com  01747 838698 
 

Licensed Lay Minister  Carol Hibbert 
 Parsons Glebe, Church Street, West Stour, Gillingham, Dorset 
 Email: carol@parsonsglebe.co.uk   01747 838272 
 

Group Treasurer   Sue Jones   01747 838784 
 Email: chembarty@hotmail.com  
 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact the Vicar at the above address. 
 

Website   www.stourvalechurches.org.uk 

 
 

Editor  Jill Perry, 3 Church Close, Stour Row, Shaftesbury, SP7 0QE.  
 Tel: 01747 838911 octavoeditorsvb@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Sue Jones  East Stour 01747 838784 

Advertising  Jill Perry   octavoeditorsvb@gmail.com  
 

COPY DATES for the July-August 2020 issue  
   Advertising to Jill Perry 10am Tuesday 16th June 
    Articles to Jill Perry 1pm –Wednesday 17th June 
 

Collating   Team E—Monday 22nd June (only if circumstances allow) 
PUBLICATION  Thursday 25th June (Monday 22nd if digital) 

 

Distribution  via East Stour Church if lockdown is over—otherwise Online via 
email from Richard or the Website:  https://www.stourvalechurches.org.uk/  

If  distribution is digital and you know someone who needs a paper copy please 
contact Richard—details above 

 

Published by The Stour Vale Benefice – Printed at Kington Magna   
Copyright reserved on all material 

 

Cover photo—God’s Promise—Photo courtesy of Barbara Priest 

The Magazine 

The Benefice of Stour Vale 

mailto:richard@allegro.co.uk
mailto:anthony.thomas2016@outlook.com
https://www.stourvalechurches.org.uk/
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TAI CHI QIGONG 
SHIBASHI STYLE FOR BETTER HEALTH 

 

A gentle, meditative exercise suitable for 
ALL abilities (can be seated) 

 

Improves balance, strength, flexibility, breathing & 
relieves stress 

Helps with many chronic conditions 
 

CLASSES IN 
BUCKHORN WESTON VILLAGE HALL 

ON TUESDAYS AT 10:45am 
AND 

EAST STOUR VILLAGE HALL 
ON THURSDAYS AT 11am 

£7.00 pay as you go or sign up:  
£30 for 6 (£5.00 session) or £24 for 4  

(£6.00 session) 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT 

JULIE MCDOUGAL 
01747 821651 OR 07973 758106 

EMAIL: juliemcdougal@btinternet.com 

 

 
 

    THE  

HANDYMAN 
MAINTENANCE * REPAIRS * 

IMPROVEMENTS 
 

CARPENTRY * PAINTING & DECORATING 

PATIOS * DECKING 
 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE, 

BUT, I DON’T DO CHANDELIERS 

Contact Paul on: 
Tel: 01747 858552  

Mob: 07926 081758 
Email: paul.wase565@gmail.com 

 

 

Call James On - 07837672192 

 Lawn Care 
 Hedge Cutting 
 Brush Clearing 
 Rotovating/Tilling 
 Fencing 
 Pressure Washing 
 
 Garden Machinery 

 Servicing & Repairs 
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Stour Vale Benefice 
 

All services and Benefice related events are suspended and 
churches are currently closed due to Covid-19. 

    
However we can ‘meet’ together online during June for the 

following services: 
 

Weekday live-streamed services via Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/  

(you don't need to join Facebook to be part of these services) 

 

Sunday morning service 11:00am Communion 
Wednesday evenings at 9:00pm Compline 
Friday mornings at 9:00am Morning Prayer 

(Order of Service available on the Benefice Website: 

 https://www.stourvalechurches.org.uk/ ) 

 
Weekly Newsletters 

Richard is also sending out a weekly newsletter via e-mail which will 
give details of the readings used on a Sunday along with some prayers 
and a few inspirational words on which to ponder.  If you would like to 
receive this, then e-mail him at richard@allegro.co.uk using the word 
‘subscribe’ in the subject line. 
 

 

Richard may not be seeing you out and about, but he is on the end of 
the phone if you need to talk! 

01747 838494 richard@allegro.co.uk  

IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO NEEDS A PRINTED COPY OF OCTAVO 
PLEASE CONTACT RICHARD  

AND HE WILL HELP ORGANISE COPIES AS NEEDED 

https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/
https://www.stourvalechurches.org.uk/
mailto:richard@allegro.co.uk
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Local Organic Pasture-Fed Beef 
 

Organic, prime Red Devon beef, 100% 
pasture-fed from wildflower hay meadow 
and winter flood meadow restoration at 

Lymburghs Farm, and local area.  
 

Available fresh regularly & frozen all the 
time—collection/delivery by arrangement. 

Choice of individual cuts and joints with 10% 
discount for local residents OR  10kg boxes 

of mixed cuts/joints.  
 

Please email Jim Primrose: 
jimandgilla@hotmail.com or call 07709 

921969 for more information or to place 
an order.  

 

Customers are very welcome to visit the 
farm to see the livestock and wildlife. 

 

Lymburghs Farm, Margaret Marsh, 
Marnhull, Dorset DT10 1HN. 
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From the Vicar 

Good news! 
 

At last we are starting to emerge from Lockdown and we 
can go to the garden centre for those plants that we really 
need or maybe a few bags of compost to start the raised 
beds that we intend to produce the fresh vegetables we so 
crave.  A slight glimmer of hope after so many weeks of 
isolation. You would hope that the media would now be 
portraying some signs of hope and happiness and yet all 
they are feeding us is more doom and gloom.  Enough to convince many people to 
stop taking a newspaper or refrain from watching or listening to the TV or radio.   
 

Yet there is so much to shout about that is not only 
good but indeed great.  The sun is still shining, the 
plants have sprung into 
life and we can see 
beauty all around us.  
The wonderful scent of 
the first roses, the 
incredible colours of the 
tulips, lilies and even the 
daisies on the lawn.  

Spring is here and new life is starting to show us that the 
future can be great. 
 
As I write this the announcement has just been made that a new test for Covid-19 
is now available and the results, so far, have been 100% accurate.  We are told that 
this could be a game changer in the way we combat the virus and a step closer to 
finding a vaccine to kill it off for good.  However the end is not yet in sight and I 
have to tell you that our churches may not be open for public worship for a long 
time to come.  Social distancing will have to be in place for months ahead and we 
will all have to continue in this new life style we have become accustomed to.  But 
the good news is that help is being given in so many ways.  No one is going hungry 
or unable to receive medication, phones are red-hot for those who are needing to 
stay in doors and even our letters and parcels are being collected and placed into 
the postal system for us.  

Continued page 9 
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H.M.GEE 
Garden and House 

Maintenance 

Fully Insured 

For a free quote 

Please call  

01963 548226 

07815307497 

MASSAGE & REFLEXOLOGY 
At Natural Healing Energy,  

The Old Schoolhouse 
SHAFTESBURY SP7 8BP 

With Rebecca Bruce-Ahrens  
MAR, MCThA 

 

I am a fully qualified complementary 
therapist with over 20 years’ experience. 
I hold a regular clinic at Natural Healing 

Energy in Shaftesbury. I offer home-
visits on request (within a 15 mile radius 

of Shaftesbury). 
 

 Holistic massage 
 Reflexology  
 Seated acupressure  
 Indian head massage 

 

For more information about these 
therapies and their benefits, please ring 
me on 07749-935963 or email me at 
rebeccaba65@gmail.com 
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From the Vicar—continued 
It is so easy to look at this time with total dismay and yet we now live in a 
community that has turned its back on selfishness.  We are all looking out for our 
neighbours, taking care of those in need and supporting the elderly and needy. 
Long may that continue!  
 

May God bless you all and keep you safe. 
  

        Richard 

Compline & Company 
 

While our meetings are suspended, I am sending a 
Compline & Company  audio file by email to those who 

regularly attend, providing our service of Compline, 
including prayers, a reflection and a time to be still.  

 

If you don’t usually attend but would like to 
receive this, please email Barbara on 

barbara@allegro.co.uk 
who will be happy to add you to her list. 

 

We will be back in business  
as soon as it is safe to do so! 

mailto:barbara@allegro.co.uk
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Eat quality meat from an   
environmentally friendly local farm,  

6 miles from Shaftesbury.  
 

Our Red Poll Beef, hung for 3 weeks, is 
tender and flavoursome, well marbled 

and nutritious.  
 

You will taste the difference — 
as with a fine wine  

 

Collect from Cools Farm SP3 6DB, 
Woodville SP8 5LX, or 

Shaftesbury Thursday market.  
 

Specific cuts and weights to order.  
 

Fresh meat twice monthly. 
Frozen meat also available. 

Ring or text Fiona 
on 07976 480794 

for info, dates or to place an order. 

 
QUALITY 

CRAFTSMANSHIP 
Master Thatchers 

With over 30 years experience, we specialise in 
combed wheat straw & Water Reed.  As every 

thatched roof is unique we apply quality 
Craftsmanship to all roofs.  If you require a small repair or a complete re-thatch, then please  

contact us for FREE advice and a written quotation with NO VAT. 

Steffan Frost—Master Thatcher 

01963 370853—07522 856437 

steffankoe@btinternet.com   www.blackmorevalethatching.co.uk 

 

 
 

North Dorset Disability Information Service 

 

 New & used equipment 

 Hire equipment 

 Disposable items 

 NHS hearing aid batteries 

 Information & Advice 

 Volunteer opportunities 
  

 Open 10am to 4pm Mon – Fri 
  10am to 1pm Sat 

  
3 Newbury, Gillingham SP8 4QX 

(Opposite Lidl) 
Tel. 01747 821010 

www.norddisdorset.org.uk 
 

Reg. Charity No. 1110328 

http://www.norddisdorset.org.uk
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Thought for June 
 

I wonder how we have all been coping in our Christian lives over the past 2-3 
months.  Churches have been closed, communal Bible Study suspended, and there 
has been an almost total absence of face-to-face communal contact with fellow 
Christians outside one's immediate family. 
 

We have been fortunate to be able to watch Services or Reflections streamed from 
the Vicarage and our Cathedral, as well as from other parishes far and wide to give 
us some sense of Christian worship.  The BBC have supplied Sunday Worship on 
the radio and television to supplement our diet of Christian fare.  Though I am sure 
we are all looking forward to meeting face-to-face on Sundays again. 
 

But, the “Church” is still alive, and there has been so much love and support 
shown by all members of society to those less fortunate than oneself; and 
Christians, throughout the country, have been enthusiastic in this respect. 
 

As we have been reminded – the church building may be closed, but the love of 
Christ is reflected in so much unrestricted love, goodness and hope shown to our 
neighbours and throughout the villages – and may we continue in this vein. 
 

Compared to Christians living in some African and Middle-Eastern countries we are 
so lucky. Our lives may have been curtailed because of Covid-19, but we are 
certainly not under house arrest, we are not being persecuted for our faith, we are 
not forbidden to pray or read our Bibles, and we are not fearful of the next 
unexpected knock at the door.  So, as we enjoy the benefits of modern technology 
on our television sets, smartphones or laptops, may we count our blessings richly, 
and spare a prayer for those who are denied such luxuries.  Such people have good 
cause for complaint – we certainly do not. 
 

  Wishing you every blessing (and keep hopeful), 
 

         Anthony 

Prayer for the month  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need 
as if we were caring for you. 
In this time of anxiety,  give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated 
of our love, and Your love, 
for Your name's sake. 
Amen. 



12 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Mark Watts trading as 
 
 
 
 

commercial & domestic 

Over 15 years  experience 

 Covering South Somerset, North Dorset and 

West Wiltshire 

 3 phase and single phase installations 

 Condition reporting and appliance testing for 

tenanted properties 

 Condition reporting for vendors or buyers 

 Remedial works and fault-finding 

 New builds or extensions 

 Consumer Unit and accessory changes 

 All works backed by NICEIC's Platinum 

Promise 

 

07400 22 88 42 

   info@wattselectricaldorset.co.uk  

ARTISTS’ MATERIALS 
 

Originals, Limited Editions 
Prints and Posters 

 - framed & unframed - 
FIND US AT THE BOTTOM OF THE HIGH 

STREET ON THE CORNER OF THE 
SQUARE 

01747 824 050 

 
 
 

(BESPOKE) 
PICTURE FRAMING 

SERVICE 
ON THE PREMISES 

 

ART GALLERY 

mailto:info@wattselectricaldorset.co.uk
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Hope in the Time of Coronavirus   
 

How blessed are we 
As Spring unfurls her leaves 
Of iridescent green; 
While birdsong carries on the breeze, 
Pure music in cathedral setting.  
With oak and beech and birch so tall, 
These woods of ancient standing  
Whisper tales of kings and dukes out hunting. 
Green therapy in times uncertain. 
 

A plague invisible and deadly;  
Streets deserted, skies are empty. 
Isolation, hibernation, 
Telecommunication.  
And all the while an army strong, 
Of healers, carers, essential workers, 
Our Infantry in this perilous war,  
Selfless heroes one and all. 
 

Random acts of kindness show 
Compassion lives within us all. 
A spirit of community awoken, 
Time taken to reconnect 
With those  
Oft forgotten in our busy lives. 
A time to reconsider what we need to feed our souls. 
 

And when the children reappear, 
Released as from a Pied Piper’s snare, 
The playgrounds ringing with their voices, 
What choices will we choose to make? 
What lessons learnt? 
What resolutions from our politicians? 
 

And yet, despite this cost so high 
Of human life  
And hearts so broken, 
A glimmer of hope that moving forward 
Brings focus on the true importance 
Of harmony twixt Man and Earth. 
A new beginning, 
A second chance, 
How will we shape our brave new world? 
 

by Sophie Richmond (April 2020) 
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East Stour Hairport Ltd 
Stylist for Men and Women 

Debbie Hatcher 01747 838060 
BackStreet, East Stour  

Gillingham, Dorset. 
SP8 5JX  

Offering a professional service, producing Planning and 
Building Regulation Drawings from initial ideas to approval 
for: 

 New Builds. 

 Extensions. 

 Conversions. 

 Sap Energy Rating on New Builds and Highly Glazed Extensions 

 Water Efficiency Calculations 

Contact:  07968 739 168    spudivordesignltd@gmail.com 

Yoga for Mind and Body Wellbeing 
 

with Felicity Beck,  
Yoga practitioner and Teacher of Psychology and 

Food & Nutrition 
Small group or one to one sessions (from £10) 

Small studio in Buckhorn Weston - a rural view to 
relax and energise 

Phone or email to discuss your needs: 
0745 0219191 

fabeck50@gmail.com 
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A little light relief 
 

Polite church: 
“The congregation was wonderful,” said the visiting minister after the Zoom 
service. “They were so polite that they even covered their mouths when they 
yawned.” 
 

What time of day was Adam created?  Just a little before Eve. 
Who was the fastest runner in the race?  Adam. He was first in the human race. 
Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?  Because Noah was always standing on 
the deck. 

An excellent article in The Tablet last Friday [14th May] included Paul Farmer’s 
mental health tips for lockdown.  It’s not rocket science but is a useful check list: 

Sleep well 
Eat well 
Exercise well 
Meditate and pray well 
Identify someone you trust who you can talk to - really talk to 
Improve your listening skills 
Avoid social media and too much news 
Take up or revive a pastime or hobby 

God’s Promise 
 

As we all went into ‘Lockdown’, I had also 
gone down with Shingles, so everything 
became doubly confusing and exhausting. 
But over the following weeks I became 
aware through the news that all over the 
country children were putting up pictures 
of rainbows.  Once I’d recovered the 
energy for the odd short shopping trip, it 
was lovely to see the rainbows by Toby and 
Millie on the corner of Green Lane 
whenever we went out; and it got me 
thinking about that first rainbow.  
 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and 
every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my 
rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, I 
will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind.   
(Genesis 9:12-15) 

Continued page 17 

Rainbows by Toby & Millie in Stour Row. 
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Serving the Blackmore Vale for over 30 years 
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God’s Promise—continued 
 

It felt as though we were suddenly surrounded by unpredictable storms; as we got to 
grips with one, a new one would appear, hovering darkly on the horizon.   As the scale 
of the pandemic unfolded, fear sought to take hold wherever it could – fear of losing 
our jobs and finances, of food shortages (and toilet rolls!) and most of all, fearing for 
our families and friends’ health and wholeness.  And just to make all that a little bit 
harder we couldn’t even give one another a hug of reassurance!  
 

It must have been just as bewildering for Noah and his family – the world they had 
known was gone forever, ‘normal’ vanished in a matter of days.  They must have had 
friends and neighbours lost to the flood; they must have grieved – maybe they were 
even angry and confused by it all.  But in the midst of it God made a covenant with 
them, He gave them a promise in the form of a rainbow. 
 

Right now, wherever God looks, there are rainbows!  And rainbows mean God, our 
loving heavenly Father, is constantly being reminded of His covenant, His Promise, that 
nothing will ever overwhelm the earth again.  He knows the end from the beginning 
and it doesn’t matter how it may appear to us, He will ‘work all things together for our 
good’.  It may take a while yet to see it: we may even need to ‘humble ourselves and 
call on His name’, but whenever we call on His name as truly from our hearts as we 
can, even if it’s with no more than the ‘faith of a mustard seed’, He hears, He smiles 
and Hope begins to rise once more. 
 

As Richard and others have noted, we are seeing Hope rise in the various ways we are 
rising to the challenge of ‘doing’ church: the realisation in deeper ways that we are the 
church, not the building, so we can make a difference.  Acts of Random Kindness 
become our ARK in which we ride out this storm – joining together through Facebook 
or Zoom services for those who are ok with the technology; or making a phone call, 
sending a card or a bunch of flowers, or, now, a chat in an open space (at the 
appropriate social distance of course) with those who find the techy stuff too much. 
 

We all know that ‘do not worry’ is easier said than done and yet what Jesus observed is 
just as true, ‘Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life’.  If you are 
struggling find someone you trust and tell them, that is being church, community, for 
one another.  There’s no shame in finding these times strange and difficult.  But more 
than anything, dare to believe we are 
surrounded by God’s promise, every 
rainbow declares God is with us, walking 
right beside us.  And as one of the lovely 
pictures I’ve been sent so rightly says:  
‘Remember, there WILL be sunshine 
after the rain’, just as He promised, so we 
can have HOPE in the midst of the storm. 
 

    Jill [Octavo Ed] 
 

Rainbows from Jennifer & Annabel in West 
Stour—their other rainbow is on page 13 
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SEAN BARRINGTON 

SHARPENING SERVICES 
Garden Shears, Pruners, Secateurs, Loppers, Scissors, Knives, Wood Chisels, 

Rotary Mower Blades, Horse and Dog Clipping Blades 
  

13 Old Market Centre | Gillingham | Dorset | SP8 4QQ 
Tel: 01747 228664 | 07950 746416 

www.seanbarringtonclippers.co.uk 
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News from Stower Provost Primary School 

June 2020 
 

It is difficult to believe that we should by now have had the Key 
Stage 2 tests and be gearing ourselves up for sports day and 
the summer play.  The term so far has been like no other.  
 

The teachers have been working incredibly hard to provide 
high quality learning opportunities for the children.  Daily Maths and English lessons, 
following the programme we would have been doing in school, are e-mailed across to 
parents, with science and Geography activities to complete.  They also send links to PE 
and music lessons on-line so the children are having access to the full National 
Curriculum.  They have also had many outdoor learning activities (a garden treasure 
hunt, building a watercourse or designing a story board using natural materials, for 
example) and they have been enjoying art and craft activities sent in by Jenny 
Morisetti such as weaving, dyeing fabrics with natural colours and macramé.  We have 
been open for the children of critical workers since Easter, welcoming in small 
numbers of children and supporting them in their learning.  These children have also 
been very helpful watering the many new trees and shrubs we have around the 
school, and neighbours have been very helpful rescuing those plants at risk of 
withering when we’re not in.  
 

We are now gearing up to welcome children in certain year groups back into school. 
The government is expecting our youngest children to return full-time to make sure 
they are ready for the next academic year, while the oldest children will be working on 
their transition to their secondary schools.  We will still be practising both social 
distancing and two verses of Happy Birthday for hand-washing – perhaps this will be 
the ‘new normal’. 
 

The other children will continue to have activities set for them to do at home, and will 
do until such time as they are able to come back into school.  I am sure they, and their 
parents, are looking forward to that day! 
 

We are very pleased to have appointed a new teacher for our youngest children.  
From a strong field of applications we held a rigorous interview process of lesson 
observations, written tasks and formal interview, all carried out via the internet!  
 

We can now start to make arrangements to welcome our new Reception children 
ready for their start in ‘Big School’ in September.  A larger group than normal and an 
influx of people moving into the area means that predicted numbers for next term are 
considerably higher than this year, but still enabling us to maintain the small school 
feel that makes the school so special. 
 

With best wishes 
James Stanford 

 

Headteacher—Stower Provost Primary School—01747 838370, 
office@stowerprovost.dorset.sch.uk  
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LOCAL SUPPLIERS OF 
SAND, GRAVEL & SOIL 

LARGE OR SMALL LOADS 
SUBSOIL/RUBBLE REMOVED 

24HR HOSE REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

BRAKE TESTING & REPAIRS 
 

STATION YARD, GILLINGHAM- 01747 822514 
WWW.JHROSEANDSONS.COM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Buckhorn Weston, Gillingham, SP8 5HT 

 

All markets we attend are now suspended but we can still supply 
from the Farm. We have Exmoor Horn Lamb, Large Black Pork, 
Dexter Beef and Free Range Eggs. The meat is frozen in various 

cuts, along with Mince, Sausages and Burgers. 
Middle Bacon - smoked or un-smoked is also available. 

For more information or to place an order please call Tim Wilton 
 

Tel: 01963 371232 
Mobile: 07720 345950 

E-Mail: Sales@HardingsFarm.co.uk 
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Sources of helpful information and support at this time 
 

Regular updates are available from Dorset Council updates: 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk . And Shaftesbury Town Council under ‘latest 
news’:www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk  
 

We have a number of local businesses who are doing sterling work to help us all: 
 

Hardings Farm in Buckhorn Weston still has meat available.  Hawtree & Sons 
https://www.hawtreeandsons.co.uk/  at Riverside Garage are doing great work 
and have introduced free delivery with no minimum spend for all deliveries across 
the Benefice—call on 01747 838487 or email enquiries@hawtreeandsons.co.uk to 
place an order.  Orders will need to be placed by 4pm for next day delivery.  
 

The Udder Farm Shop are open again as well as taking orders which you can 
collect from their car park: http://www.theudderfarmshop.co.uk/  for more 
details, or phone 01747 838 899. 
 

For the most up-to-date information about which shops are open in Shaftesbury 
go to http://thisisalfred.com/ and check the ‘Daily update’ page.  The Alfred Daily 
team are doing sterling work to keep people informed during these difficult times, 
as well as providing uplifting local stories. 
 

Do support all our local independent businesses at this time as they are doing their 
very best to help and support us in these difficult times.  There are a number of 
local food suppliers that support us with their advertising too, so do use them! 

Tales from the Lockdown 
 

Don't Shoot The Meerkat! 
I don't auto-renew any insurance.  There are two reasons for this: 1) by phoning, a 
reduction may be offered and 2) some small detail may've changed which will affect 
the cover if not divulged. 
 

You phone and tell 'em you're thinking of going elsewhere because the renewal 
premium is too high.  'Oh dear,' they say, 'Let's see what we can do.' 
 

The premium is then reduced to what it should be; the legal blurb is read at 
incomprehensible supersonic speed; you say that's OK (probably) and the deal is struck 
for another year. 
 

This year it didn't happen like that with our car insurance.  I asked for a requote on a 
reduced mileage as we're not driving much at the moment.  Some details needed to be 
checked.          

Continued page 23 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/home.aspx
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/
https://www.hawtreeandsons.co.uk/
http://www.theudderfarmshop.co.uk/
http://thisisalfred.com/
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LOCAL TENNIS COACHING WITH FORMER 
WIMBLEDON PLAYER 

 

Charlotte MacCaw 
LTA Accredited Tennis Coach (Level 5) 

 

Tennis = fitness, fun and friends 
Whatever your age, whatever your skill level 

 

Contact: mobile 07708 346 316 
email: c.maccaw@gmail.com 

mailto:c.maccaw@gmail.com
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Tales from the Lockdown—continued 
 'Do I do any voluntary work?' 'Well, yes.'  I told him that I'm on the parish council.  
Computer didn't have that on its list of occupations so I became a Community Worker 
for the Local Council Authority.  I didn't bother to complicate matters by mentioning 
the other stuff I do – computer may've blown a fuse. 
'Just calculating your premium.'  He left out the word sucker. 
'That'll be £81 more than it was before.'  He gave the amount - I did the maths.  And 
that included a slight reduction for lower mileage.  My flabber, as you may imagine, 
was completely gasted.  I told him, very politely, what he could do with his renewal 
and went in search of a cheaper quote. 
 

I Went and Compared; I wasn't Confused; I didn't shoot the Meerkat; I tried Money 
This and Money that; I read interminable small print and started to understand why so 
many people don't bother with insurance which is why the Legal Expenses must 
include being hit by one of them.   In the end I was Quoted Happy (which turned out to 
be Aviva) and arranged the whole thing without talking to anybody mainly because 
they don't have a call centre.  The small print did reveal that they cover voluntary 
work. 
 

It took 8 hours to renew that insurance.  Was it worth the time?  In monetary terms 
maybe not, but remember that my original insurer now wanted to know about 
voluntary work.  If I'd just clicked the button and renewed online, the insurance 
would've been null and void if I'd claimed while on council business  or, possibly, for 
any claim.  Crafty lot, insurance underwriters.  Always read the small print.  
 

Oh, I almost forgot – some quoted a higher premium for reduced mileage.  Presumably 
they think the silly old fool needs the practise.  
 

An Update and Other Stuff 
Only two bottles of rum for free delivery.  One of them is spicy.  I mix the two and sip 
gently.  No, not continuously – I need some blood in my alcohol stream! 
 

I have heard that the internal application of alcohol wards off the Nasty Little Bug 
along with Domestos and any other bleach that happens to be lying around.  I'll stick 
with the alcohol myth, thanks.  Seems a waste to apply it externally.  As for the bleach 
– definitely read the small print on the bottle! 
 

The early runner beans are doing fine if a bit reluctant as the weather hasn't really 
been warm enough for them.  I decided to transplant them into large pots which was 
just as well because I was able to move them out of the recent icy blast from the East. 
 

Veg beds will be good once I've cleared all the baby weeds.  But wait! These don't look 
like weeds.  I peer closely – there is a mini-forest of tomato plants, very distinctive by 
the shape of their little leaves.   

Continued page 27 
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Online Services for the Benefice  
of the Stour Vale  

June 2020 

CANCELLED 
Morning Prayer and weekday services 

 
Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays, weekly, at West Stour at 9am  

Communion is celebrated on Thursdays, weekly at East Stour at 10:15am  
 

Compline & Company at the Vicarage 7:30pm 

 

Weekday live-streamed services via Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/  

(you don't need to join Facebook to be part of these services) 

 

Sunday morning service 11:00am Communion 
 

Wednesday evenings at 9:00pm Compline 
 

Friday mornings at 9:00am Morning Prayer 
 

(Order of Service available on the Benefice Website: 

 https://www.stourvalechurches.org.uk/ ) 
 
 

Weekly Newsletters 
Richard is also sending out a weekly newsletter via e-mail which will give 
details of the readings used on a Sunday along with some prayers and a few 
inspirational words on which to ponder.  If you would like to receive this, 
then e-mail him at richard@allegro.co.uk using the word ‘subscribe’ in the 
subject line. 
 
If you know anyone who would appreciate a printed copy of Octavo please 

let Richard know—thank you. 

https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/
https://www.stourvalechurches.org.uk/
mailto:richard@allegro.co.uk
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Readings for June 2020 
 

31st May    Pentecost  (R) 
Acts 2:1-21*   Psalm 104-26-36, 37b 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  John 20: 19-23 
*The reading from Acts must be used as either the first or second reading. 
 
7th June    Trinity Sunday (W) 
Isaiah 40:12-17, 27-end Psalm 8 
2 Corinthians 13:11-end Matthew 28:16-20 
 

14th June    1st Sunday after Trinity (G) 
Exodus 19:2-8a   Psalm 100 
Romans 5:1-8   Matthew 9:35-10:8  
 
21st June    2nd Sunday after Trinity (G) 
Jeremiah 20:7-13   Psalm 69:8-11 
Romans 6:1b-11   Matthew 10:24-39 
 
28th June    3rd Sunday after Trinity (G) 
Jeremiah 28:5-9   Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18  
Romans 6:12-end  Matthew 10:40-end 
 
5th July    4th Sunday after Trinity (G) 
Zechariah 9:9-12   Psalm 145:8-15 
Romans 7: 15-25a  Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-end 
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Tales from the Lockdown—continued 
Also, threatening to command the centre of one bed is an anonymous squash.  How 
did it get there?  I'd rummaged in the murky depths of a mature compost heap and 
ladled lots of the dark stuff into those beds.  How could the seeds now springing to life 
have survived for years in the bowels of that heap?  Well, apparently they did and now 
they're growing.  Do you imagine, dear reader (I hope you're there), that I callously 
swept this new life aside with a stroke of my hoe?  How could you be so cruel as to 
even think that!  No, I will carefully skirt around my new guests until they are big 
enough to move and then they will be dispersed around the garden to add to the 
diverse mix in our beds.  The plant which may be a squash could also be a melon in 
which case it'll have to go in the greenhouse along with a huge hollyhock bush (don't 
ask), cucumbers and the tomatoes we planned to grow. 
 

Have you ever done battle with a mature thistle?  A couple of years ago one appeared 
which had multiple stems.  It grew to the size of a medium shrub.  The purple flowers 
were lovely and the bees liked them.  So now we have many thistles.  I decided to 
dispense with the one opposite our greenhouse door when it speared a nether region 
of my person.  Yes, I know I love plants and I have no quarrel with anything that leaves 
me alone but my nether regions are precious so it had to go.  The main difference 
between pulling out a thistle and dealing with an angry cat is that the thistle can't 
move.  I have stout leather gauntlets for such occasions (handy for the cat too, I should 
think).  Even so, the thistle will inject a very sharp needle, given half a chance.  The 
sensible way of doing it is to stick a fork under the thing and lift it out.  To do that I 
have to walk back indoors and find the shed key, assuming I put it back on its hook last 
time, then open the shed and struggle past the mower to find the best tool.  No, I'll 
just pull it up.  (When in the garden I carry my gloves and a pair of secateurs – ready 
for pulling and pruning).  
 

By very carefully reaching to the base of the plant and folding the leaves back against 
the stem, it is possible to extract the thistle with no great effort or injury – except if the 
roots have got a good hold then a long-handled fork is the tool required.  Of course it is 
always beyond reach unless I take the mower out.  Don't try mechanical extraction 
with a multi-stemmed shrub beast.  This has the same presence as a caged tiger – 
magnificent to look at but don't get near enough to stroke it.  You'll need a flame 
thrower for that (the plant, not the tiger). 
 

And Finally 
What do you get if you mix a fan of flora with a credit card and the Internet? 
The answer is a great many plants – two of which were bare-rooted trees. 
More work.  Huh! 
 

Keep safe and sane.  
         Richard King 
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FOOT CARE CLINIC  
at EDWARDS FARM, 

FOYLE HILL 
 

Every Tuesday in the 
month 

Jenny Franks 
SRN 

20 years experience 
CRB checked 

 

Tel: 01747 853162 
For appointments 
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News from the Benefice Villages 
Buckhorn Weston 
 

The Bells Restoration 
I am thrilled to say that our bells restoration project has been completed.  Sadly they 
cannot be rung during the current lockdown restrictions, but we look forward to 
hearing them again.  The clock is currently being  reassembled after an overhaul and 
will be back at the church before too long.  This will be the end of an ongoing huge 
effort over the last 14 years to get the church in a good state of repair and thanks 
needs to go to all those generous people who have given their money, their time at 
endless fundraising events and donated items for sale.  Our regular events such as 
Coffee Clubs, Soup Lunches and the Christmas Fayre will continue to top up the repair 
funds as there will always be work needed on a building of that age. 
 

The Plant Stall 
The Plants stall at 2 Rookside is up and running again and I am happy to take donations 
of unwanted plants/perennials that I can sell.  No more flower pots thanks!! 
 

So far the plant stall has made just over £700 towards our general running costs 
account which is struggling due to no church collections or fundraising events.   Our 
monthly outgoings for our Diocesan share, Benefice share and insurance are about 
£1200.  This does not include ongoing expenditure on maintenance etc.  Much of this 
comes from the May open garden coffee morning, fete, Harvest supper and October 
jumble sale which all look to be doubtful this year.  If you would like to make a one off 
or regular donation please contact me.  
 

Other fundraising 
The recent Lent Water Aid Jars For Change collected £176.10 so thanks to all those 
who took part. 
 

If you shop online you can raise funds for us by registering at The Giving Machine.  It 
costs you nothing but each time you shop through them at all your regular retailers 
they donate to us. 
 

I am still recycling ink cartridges – mostly HP and Canon small ones.  Just under £100 
was raised in 2019. 
 

Thanks so much for your continuing supporting for all our fundraising efforts. 
 

      Pat Read, Church Treasurer, 01963 548017  
 

Continued page 31 

IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO NEEDS A PRINTED COPY OF OCTAVO PLEASE 
CONTACT RICHARD AND HE WILL HELP ORGANISE COPIES AS NEEDED 

For Online Service information see page 24 
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Arnold’s Garage, Sherborne Causeway, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 9PX 
Tel/Fax: 01747 838202 Mobile: 07989 356362 

Free Collection & Delivery Service One Family Owner Since 1908 

Sales, servicing 
and repairs to  

all cars,  
light commercials 

and 4x4s 
 
 

Proprietor: 
Marcus Arnold 
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If you know of anyone who needs a 
printed copy of Octavo please contact 

Richard. 

East Stour 
 

There may be very little happening at the moment, but the  GOOD news is that the 
Vestry roof repairs will very soon get under way.  In addition Richard has completed 
the rebuilding of the churchyard wall.  
 

Our thanks go to all those people who have exercised in the churchyard by cutting the 
grass!   
 

And we would like to thank all those who have thought about supporting the parish 
financially during this time with no service collections. It is very much appreciated. 
 

        Sue Jones  

An East Stour Rainbow, courtesy of 
Alan and Rita Seamons  -  

Photo by Tony Jones. 

Buckhorn Weston—continued 
 

Dead Flowering Cherry Trees 
It is very sad that the two splendid flowering cherry trees to the left of the path from 
the south gate to the porch have died.  We suspect they have been killed by honey 
fungus and are waiting for advice from a tree surgeon about possible replacement 
trees before applying to the diocese for permission to have them taken down. 
 

        Jenny Sledge 

Fifehead Magdalen 
 

Sadly we have had to cancel our annual Garden Day at the end of May, but fundraising 
has to continue so we are still selling all the plants from the driveway of Three 
Farthings (at the top of the hill). 
 

This will be ongoing and will also include a delicious range of homemade jams, 
marmalades and chutneys.  Social distancing will apply and we ask that everyone 
leaves the correct money in the letterbox.  We are also making a selection of cakes and 
savouries to order (and we will even deliver locally). 

Continued page 33 
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Lawn Cottage  
Bed and Breakfast 

Stour Row Shaftesbury Dorset SP70QF 
 

www.lawncottagedorset.co.uk    
07809696218      june.watkins@gmail.com 

 

Charming Georgian cottage with 3 ensuite 
bedrooms suitable for the less able and dogs 

and children welcome.    

 
Also glamping 
in a delightful 
shepherd’s hut 
which sleeps 2 
adults and 2 children easily.  It has a 
woodburner (and electricity) and a firepit 
outside in the field. 

Ideal for extra guests or short breaks. 

John’s Caravans 
Mobile Caravan Servicing & Repairs 

 

         01747 853114 
 

07546 548017 

Sturminster Newton 
Heritage Trust 

 

Unfortunately due to the 

current health crisis our 

monthly meetings have been 

suspended. 

 

Normal service will be 

resumed when it is safe to do 

so. 

 

Please note that the museum 

is also closed at this time. 

http://www.lawncottagedorset.co.uk
mailto:june.watkins@gmail.com
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Kington Magna 

 

We hope everyone is keeping safe and well.  On behalf of Kington Magna I would like 
to thank all the Primary responders, Paul Vyse and his team, along with Puggs Meadow 
Flowers, Kington Magna Cook, Easter Bunny, Riverside Garage, Udder Farm Shop, 
Thorngrove Garden Centre, Dikes supermarket and Blackmore Vale Butchery.  What a 
great team to keep us safe. 
 

Thank you to all who have given to the plant stall – flowers, eggs, orchids, veg plants 
etc. – the total for Church funds so far is over £700.  We should be proud of our village 
working together at this time. 
 

Thanks also to Arabella Beveridge, 
who coordinated and organized the 
Rainbow Village.  [Photo courtesy 
of Barbara Priest] 
 

If anyone would like to strim the 
roadside of the Church wall from 
the bottom gate to the Lychgate, 
just a one-off, I would be very 
grateful, thank you! 
 

   Alma 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued page 35 

If you know of anyone who needs a printed copy of Octavo please contact Richard. 

Fifehead Magdalen—continued 
 

For more information email Rosemary at rosemaryredwood@hotmail.com or see the 
notices on the driveway. 
 

A big thank you goes to everyone in the village who have really come together to 
support those who are shielding.  We are extremely lucky to have such a caring 
community.  Our thanks also go again to the local shops who have really stepped up to 
the mark. 
 

        Rosemary and Alix 

mailto:rosemaryredwood@hotmail.com
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Stour Provost & Stour Row 
Services in June   
As you will all be aware, due to the coronavirus, there are still no services in the 
church, but Richard and Barbara are doing services online, see page 5.  Until we can 
meet in person, please pray for everyone who needs our help and support in Stour 
Provost, the Stour Vale benefice and the Diocese.  Let’s do what we do best as a village 
and look out for one another at this difficult time. 
 

Annual Parochial Church meeting 
At present we do not know when the APCM will take place. We will let you know as 
soon as we receive information on this from the diocese. The deadline is end October 
so we have plenty of time to fit it in. 
 

        Roger Robotham 
 

Stour Provost village—continued 
Gardens open 
As noted last month, we have had to postpone the Gardens open which was 
planned for Saturday and Sunday 30th and 31st May.  At present it is looking very 
unlikely that this event will take place this year and instead it will be rescheduled 
to 2021.  However if anything changes we will publicise it on the village Google 
group. 
 

Continued page 37 

Kington Magna 

 

KM 100 club 
April: 1st David Steevenson  2nd David Grierson  3rd Mrs A J McGeogh 
 

May: 1st Anita Storey  2nd Mrs Jean Hoskins 3rd Penny Plunkett 
 

        John Jamieson 
 

Neil Lockhart 
Sadly Neil Lockhart passed away on the 1st of May at the Malthouse Care and Respite 
Home.  Neil served in the Seaforth Highlanders for 30 years and visited many countries 
with his regiment.  Neil and his wife Audrey moved to Kington Magna in 1984, and 
became very involved in church life.  He also ran Scottish Dancing in the village hall, 
which was great fun!   
 

Neil was a lovely man and will be missed by his family and all of us who knew him. 
 

        Sheila 

If you know of anyone who needs a printed copy of Octavo please contact Richard. 



36 

 

 

PLUMBWOOD 
for all domestic plumbing 

repairs, Taps, Toilets, 

Showers, etc—no job  
too small 

 
Woodwork projects 

also undertaken 

 
Call Tim or Helen Cronin: 

(Marnhull) 01258 820520  

Mobile 07780 673053 

 

Gable Cottage  
Bed & Breakfast 

The Common, East Stour 
Dorset SP8 5NB 

Tel: 01747 838 491 
Mobile: +44 (0)7768 21 20 40 

Email: info@dorsetcottagebandb.co.uk 
 

This cosy cottage benefits from being located along a no
-through lane ensuring a peaceful stay, far from the 
madding crowd. Each of our cosy cottage rooms is 
furnished to ensure your 
comfort. All rooms are en-

suite with free-view T.V. and a DVD player along 
with all the other little necessities that make your 
stay more comfortable including free internet access 
and tea and coffee making facilities.  

www.dorsetcottagebandb.co.uk 
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If you know of anyone who needs a printed copy of Octavo please contact Richard. 

Stour Provost & Stour Row—continued 
 

Stour Provost village—continued 
Village Help 
Although this is a difficult time for everyone, I would like to thank all those who 
have helped others in the village through shopping, collecting prescriptions and 
making regular phone calls to check that they are managing to cope. This is the 
time that the true village spirit comes to the fore. 
 

        Roger Robotham 

 

Stour Row—Village News 

 Services 
Still no services in church, but there are services from the Vicarage on Wednesday at 
9pm for Compline, Friday at 9am for Morning Prayer and on Sunday at 11am for 
Communion.  These are all on the Stour Vale Facebook page which is a public page, so 
you don’t have to have an account. 
 

    Liz Newton 
 

Michael Newton ringing the bell for Stour Row’s 
weekly clap for care workers—photo Liz Newton 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sue Marks has 
made a 

rainbow flag 
as a tribute to 
key workers 

Todber 
No news from Todber this month, but do read Richard’s Tales from the Lockdown on  
page 21. 
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KEITH HOLLAND 
Painter and Decorator 

Tel No. : 01747 838959 (West Stour)  

Mobile : 07939 407756 
 

Painting and Decorating  
Tiling     Free estimates  

General Building  No job too small 

Timepiece Restoration Ltd 
Paul J. G. Stone C.M.B.H.I. 

Repairs to French & English  
Antique Clocks 

All work done on the premises, guaranteed for 12 months. 
Opening Times: Tue, Wed, Fri—10-1  2-5, Sat 10-12 

Ferndale, Shaftesbury Road, Gillingham, SP8 4LL Tel: 01747 823339 
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West Stour 
West Stour Plant Sale 2020 

We were naturally disappointed not to be able to hold our Plant Sale in its usual form 
in early May, but there were much more serious matters afoot. 
 

However, not to be deterred, our intrepid growers and sellers staged a remarkable 
alternative, soon flogging their produce either in their gardens or just outside. 
 

The result was that the WS villagers (plus a small number from other Benefice villages) 
flocked to the various stalls, and the takings amounted to a splendid £661.51. Of this, 
£165.40 will be donated to each of Home Start North Dorset and Friends of 
Westminster Hospital, with the remainder going to Church funds. 
 

We hope to see the Plant Sale return in its normal format next year, but in the 
meantime, many, many thanks and very well done to all concerned. 

..................................................................................................................... 
 

Clapping etc. continues at 8pm on Thursdays, social distancing being observed of 
course, as it was when VE Day was celebrated during a couple of choruses of “We'll 
meet again”. 
 

         Tony Smith 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Isla guarding Pat and 
Margaret’s  plants! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you know of anyone who needs a printed 
copy of Octavo please contact Richard. 
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Dorset Wildlife Trust 
Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) is delighted to 

announce the return of the UK’s biggest annual 

nature challenge, 30 Days Wild, which asks the 

public to do one ‘wild’ activity each day for the 

30 days in June. 
 

Those signing up for the challenge can download an online pack with a 

colourful wall chart, a wild bingo game, a colour-in window poster and a 

logbook with ideas to record your activities, ready to start on Monday 1st 

June.  You will also receive emails throughout June containing ideas for wild 

activities you can get involved with at home.   
 

It is comforting to see wildlife is carrying on as normal, even if we can’t. 30 

Days Wild is for everyone – wherever you live, whatever your age!  
 

Research from previous years shows that taking part in 30 Days Wild is good 

for you. Participants reported feeling happier, healthier, and more connected 

to nature after taking part. 
 

A lot of research has shown that spending even a short amount of time 

embracing nature can have a positive effect on our health. Why not join us 

and do something wild every day this June?”  

https://www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/news/sign-30-days-wild-challenge-

enjoy-nature-home  

 

Domiciliary care in your home 
 

Support for the elderly and those with mobility issues, dementia or illness. 
 

 Household Tasks 

 Cooking 

 Dressing 

 Shopping 

 Companionship 
 

Call or email Bella: 
Tel: 01747 839930—Mobile: 07733 196677—Email: carenet@mail.com 

https://www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/news/sign-30-days-wild-challenge-enjoy-nature-home
https://www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/news/sign-30-days-wild-challenge-enjoy-nature-home
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Model engines and accessories for radio control aeroplanes,  

helicopters and boats. 
 

Over 25 years of help and advice with model building and many more flying! 
 

Unit 3, Shearstock Estate, Shearstock, Shaftesbury, SP7 9PT 
 

01747 835817 www.justengines.co.uk  justengines@enterprise.net 

http://www.justengines.co.uk
mailto:justengines@enterprise.net
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 Lodden Garden & Property Care 
 

Husband and wife team offering 
garden and home improvements 
including grass and hedge care, 

kitchens and bathrooms, tiling and 
decorating. 

 

Call Katharine and Simon 

07570 774400 to discuss your needs 
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View from the Vicarage  
 

Whether or not we are computer savvy, due to 
the closure of our churches we have entered 
the age of online worship.  Across the country, 
ministers of all kinds have jumped onto a 
massively steep and rapid learning curve to get 
their heads around technologies that, until 
now, had remained a blissful mystery. 
Facebook, Zoom, Microsoft Teams and YouTube are now part of our daily church 
lives and many are predicting that they are here to stay.  It’s a bit like Pandora’s 
Box; once it’s opened, there is no going back.  An online presence is now likely to 
remain part of our overall church experience. 
 

As with most things in life, there are pros and cons. Certainly in these 
unprecedented times of restricted movement and gathering, online worship has 
enabled many benefices, including ours, to continue worshipping together. We 
may not be able to see each other, but we know that many of us are engaging in 
some kind of worship and, importantly, worship presented by our own ministers.  
Due to the lockdown conditions, many clergy have been doing this alone but 
Richard and I have been able to share the worship, offering variety of voice and 
style, which we hope has been helpful.  From kind comments it seems that this is 
appreciated by many of you and we hope that even through a screen you feel 
included, prayed for, remembered and welcomed as we hold you together in 
spirit. It may not be an ideal way to worship, but it is hopefully so much better 
than nothing. 
 

But there are downsides. As mentioned above, we are missing out on what, for 
me, is the watchword of our Christian life – community.  Yes, we are coming 
together as an online audience, whether live at the time of broadcast or through 
viewing the video later, and that is keeping us in each other’s thoughts as we work 
our way through unknown terrain.  But we cannot see each other, we cannot chat, 
and those who are not able to access online services are left out.  I strongly believe 
that huge amounts of pastoral ministry take place over coffee after the service 
and that sense of physical community is what truly holds us together.  Confined to 
the Vicarage, I am missing you all terribly and I hope and pray that a day will come 
when we will all be able to meet again.  If this experience has taught me anything, 
it’s that we need each other, we need that sense of belonging, caring and support.  
 

However, by making regular time to join in with our Benefice online services I feel 
we are holding each other in thought and prayer, and, like any other family, we  

Continued page 46 
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View from the Vicarage  - continued 
 

are supporting each other from a distance while we are apart.  We are also 
welcoming new people, both locally and further afield, and for that, we must be 
thankful.  But what do you think?  Part of my college studies this term is to look at 
ministry and mission under the Covid 19 restrictions so I would love to know your 
observations of how we are coping as a church family in these times and what you 
think the future might bring.  Do let me know on barbara@allegro.co.uk and, of 
course, continue to look after yourselves and each other.  
 

       Love Barbara  

Stour Vale Benefice Facebook Page 
 

We have our own Facebook page!  Go to Facebook.com and 
search: 

Stour Vale CofE—or click the link. 
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/?

ref=settings  
 

If you ‘do’ Facebook then “like” our page for news, 
information, resources, and all manner of other 
things.  You can still view our services without 
‘signing in’, just click ‘not now’ when the ‘see more’ 

box comes up  Don’t miss out……. 

mailto:barbara@allegro.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/?ref=settings
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/?ref=settings
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