
Stour Vale Letter No. 3 
 
Online Services 
We may not be able to join together on Sunday for public worship but you can 
virtually attend a service being broadcast from Shaftesbury. Rev Helen and Rev 
Pam will celebrate Communion which will be broadcast via their facebook page. 
To join in you need to go to their facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=shaftesburycofe&epa=SEARCH_BOX  If you 
then like this page you can watch the live broadcast at 10.00am on Sunday 29th March 
and following weeks, or you can view the video at a later date. 
 
Last Sunday’s broadcast had an online congregation of 460 people who came together to 
pray. May this virtual church continue to grow. 
 

 
Stour Vale Facebook Page! 
This week we have set up our own Facebook page for the Stour Vale 
Benefice! Please go to https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-
107130680934164/  and like the page because we are going to be 
using this for making a greater connection with our parishes, 
particularly during the current situation. Don’t miss out! 
 

 
Sharing the light 
At 10.00am this Sunday, why not light a candle in the window of your 
homes as a visible symbol of the light of life, Jesus Christ, our source and 
hope in prayer. (Do be safe and make sure that nothing can catch fire!) 
 
We pray for all in leadership at this time, making decisions about the 
containment of the COVID-19 virus, for those working in health and social 
care, and especially for the most vulnerable, whether elderly or those with underlying 
health conditions. Please also remember those who have had to cancel their wedding, 
delay their child’s baptism and indeed even curtail funeral arrangements with only a 
graveside service being allowed and immediate family only in attendance.  
 
The Good News! 
You will be aware that an appeal for local volunteers to sign up to the NHS programme 
has exceeded all expectations. If you would like to register for the national NHS volunteer 
scheme then this can be completed online via the following link:  
 
https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHSvolunteerresponders 
 
At the time of writing over half a million people have offered their help and support. 
What an amazing response and we can see God at work in this time of world chaos. 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=shaftesburycofe&epa=SEARCH%1f_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/
https://www.facebook.com/Stour-Vale-CofE-107130680934164/
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Readings & Collect for Sunday 29th March – 5th Sunday of Lent 
 
Ezekiel 37: 1-14    Psalm 130    Romans 8: 6-11    John 11: 1-45 
 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ  

delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

forever, Amen. 
 
 
Octavo – April Edition 

Please note that the magazine for April will not be printed this 
month to protect those who collate and distribute around our 
villages. However I will send an electronic version to everyone 
on my mailing list. If you receive this newsletter you will also 
automatically receive the Octavo mailing. 
 

If you know of anyone who does not receive this mailing, please ask them to send me an 
e-mail with the subject “Octavo” and I will e-mail them a copy. 
 
 
Pause for Thought 
Revd Lesley McCreadie, from the Sherborne Team Ministry, shared this with us which we 
thought might be helpful at this time….. 
 
 

Lockdown                  
Yes there is fear. Yes there is isolation. 
Yes there is panic buying. 
Yes there is sickness. Yes there is even death. 
But, 
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise you can hear the birds again. 
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet the sky is no longer thick with fumes  
But blue and grey and clear. 
They say that in the streets of Assisi people are singing to each other 
across the empty squares, 
keeping their windows open so that those who are alone  
may hear the sounds of family around them. 
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland Is offering free meals and 
delivery to the housebound. 
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples are preparing to 
welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary   



All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting   
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way   
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality  
To how small we really are. 
To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters. 
To Love. 
So we pray and we remember that 
Yes there is fear but there does not have to be hate. 
Yes there is isolation but there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes there is sickness but there does not have to be disease of the soul  
Yes there is even death but there can always be a rebirth of love. 
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 
Today, breathe. 
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic the birds are singing again 
The sky is clearing, Spring is coming, and we are always encompassed by Love. 
Open the windows of your soul 
And though you may not be able to touch across the empty square, 
Sing! 

by Brother Richard, of the Capuchin Franciscans 
March 13th 2020 

 
 
 
Quote of the week 
….from Barbara’s monastic friend at Douai Abbey: 
 

“It’s a good job the Lord doesn't do social distancing though - where would we be?” 
 
 
A Prayer for all those affected by coronavirus: 
 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us  

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We hope these benefice letters will be of interest and support to you but if you do not 
wish to continue receiving them, please email me at richard@allegro.co.uk with “Unsubscribe” in the 
subject field. 

Revd Richard Priest – Vicar of the Stour Vale Benefice 
Telephone: 01747 838494          Email: richard@allegro.co.uk 
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