
Stour Vale Benefice Letter No. 2 
 

We may not be able to join together on Sunday for public worship but you can 
virtually attend a service being broadcast from Shaftesbury. Rev Helen and Rev 
Pam will celebrate Communion which will be broadcast via their Facebook 
page. To join in you need to go to their Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=shaftesburycofe&epa=SEARCH_BOX  If you 
then like this page you can watch the live broadcast at 10.00am on Sunday 22nd and 
following weeks, or you can view the video on their Facebook page afterwards.. 
 
 
Presidents of Churches Together in England have issued a call to prayer in the light of the 
Coronavirus pandemic. This is for all churches and people of prayer to join on Sunday 
22nd March, Mothering Sunday: 
 
“We note that this call to prayer and action comes on Mothering Sunday: a time of 
thankfulness, remembering especially mothers who have served us, often in very costly 
ways. It is also a very mixed day for many. For some the remembrance is painful, and for 
others Mothering Sunday is a reminder of disappointment or loss. In many ways, this 

period under the shadow of the coronavirus will be prompting 
similarly diverse reactions and so it seems especially appropriate that 
the call to prayer is made this Sunday. At this time of uncertainty join 
in with the National Day of Prayer and Action, lighting a candle of 
hope. 
 
At 7pm this Sunday, light a candle in the windows of your homes as a 
visible symbol of the light of life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in 

prayer. (Do be safe and make sure that nothing can catch fire) 
 
We would pray for all in leadership at this time, making decisions about the containment 
of the COVID-19 virus, for those working in health and social care, and especially for the 
most vulnerable, whether elderly or those with underlying health conditions.” 
 
A poem by Hafiz (a 14th century Persian mystic and poet): 
 
Now that all your worry  
has proved such an unlucrative business, 
why not find a better job?  
And while you are at it, 
scouting about town 
and fine tuning your resume, 
maybe light a candle in some church. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=shaftesburycofe&epa=SEARCH_BOX


 
A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus: 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
Readings for Sunday 22nd March - Mothering Sunday 
Exodus 2: 1-10, 2 Corinthians 1: 3-7, Luke 2: 33-35 
 
Readings for Sunday 22nd March – Lent 4 
1 Samuel 16: 1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5: 8-14, John 9 
 
 

And remember….. 
our pastoral ministry continues: 

I will be holding everyone in our parishes in prayer  
But, if you want to talk, I am only a phone call away.  

We may not be able to meet but, with our modern technology, we can still keep in touch. 
As the old advert used to say, “it’s good to talk”! 

Every blessing, 
 

Richard 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: We hope these benefice letters will be of interest and support to you but if 
you do not wish to continue receiving them, please email me at richard@allegro.co.uk 

with “Unsubscribe” in the subject field. 
 
 
 

Revd Richard Priest – Vicar of the Stour Vale Benefice 
Telephone: 01747 838494 

Email: richard@allegro.co.uk 
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