
 
 
 

 

October 
Saturday 5th Harvest Supper 7:30pm   West Stour 
Sunday 6th  Harvest Festival 10am    West Stour 
Friday 11th  Harvest Festival 6pm, & Supper  Kington Magna 
Saturday 12th Harvest Supper 6:30pm   Fifehead Magdalen 
Sunday 13th  Harvest Festival 11am   Fifehead Magdalen 

Stour Vale Benefice 
Cake & Contemplation 

A monthly House Group for the Benefice 
 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace at the end of the 
day with the evening service of Compline, a Pause for 
Thought  with music, some silent time for prayer and 
reflection, all followed (for those who wish to) by a 

chat over tea and cake. All are welcome. 
 

Monday 14th October   
7:30pm at the Vicarage  

Benefice Service 
will be held on 

 
 

Sunday 20th October 11:00am 
At East Stour 

Come and join us as we worship 
together.   



Thoughts from a Lay Minister (in Training) 
 

Some of you will know that my favourite hymn is 
“Great is thy faithfulness” and it is one that I feel 
really comes into its own at this season of harvest
-time.  I stand before you as an incomer; a blow-
in.  Born and brought up in Birmingham, I lived 
there for forty-one years.  I went to school there, 
studied for my degree there, got married there 
and, as a home-loving girl, I thought that I was 
there for good. But then Richard and I did a most 
uncharacteristic thing for both of us – we took a 
gamble, left everything familiar behind and went 
on an adventure to live and work in the remote 
countryside of Herefordshire. 
 

As city people we could have hated it.  No 
pavements, no street lights, no buses every ten 
minutes, no amenities close at hand, a life not for 
everyone. Our Birmingham accountant comes to visit once a year and continues to 
claim that we are completely bonkers to have left the bright lights!  But, for me, 
home in the countryside of Herefordshire, followed by beautiful Dorset, caused 
“Great is thy faithfulness” to be my No.1 choice. 
 

I think it speaks of our countryside like none other.  After setting the scene that 
God is faithful and will never turn away from us, the second verse highlights our 
four distinct seasons, something I think we are so lucky to have in Britain and so 
much more obvious in the countryside. For me, “summer and winter and 
springtime and harvest” are chapters in our rural life, each with its own glories. 
Yes, even winter.  You only have to look at the trees when the leaves have fallen 
and their intricate skeleton-like patterns are revealed to see their true beauty.  
And, of course, harvest is all around us as we see the crops sown, flourishing and 
finally gathered in and transported down our leafy lanes.  A city harvest is a 
celebration of something distant but here, it is real, living, and vital.  Of course, 
Nature can be a cruel mistress and there is no doubt that sometimes the farmer’s 
task is far from easy, but when we witness nature in its glory, we have to 
acknowledge that it is all part of God’s faithfulness to us as we take our role as 
stewards of his creation. 

 
 
 

Continued 



 

The third verse which offers “strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow” 
assures us that, no matter what difficulties we meet, God is beside us, and the 
chorus reminds us of the many blessings we see around us: the beauty of the 
countryside, the awe and wonder of the cloud patterns and the stars in this huge 
sky, un-obscured by tall urban buildings, our families, friends and neighbours, the 
fellowship of our communities and the history of those village characters who are 
no longer with us but live on in your stories and anecdotes.  All these are truly our 
blessings with ten thousand besides. 
 

 Life is never perfect all the time for any of us and no one ever said it would be, but 
each day, when I look out on the view from our windows, or marvel at the 
countryside laid out before me as I drive down the A30, I can truly say that 
“morning by morning new mercies I see”.  I hope you can too and that you never 
take it for granted.  We are so lucky to live here, all we have needed God’s hand 
has provided and I hope that we would all agree with absolute certainty, this 
harvest-time and always, that “Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me”. 
 

         Barbara 

Stour Vale Benefice 
Annual Memorial Service 

For those who have died 

Sunday 3rd November—4pm—West Stour 
Followed by tea/coffee and cake. 

More details on page 23. 

Thoughts from a Lay Minister (in Training)—continued 

Knit and Natter 
Our next meeting is Thursday 24th October 11:30-1:30 in Fifehead 
village hall.  I do have more blue wool.  The cost of wool has gone 
up by 30p a ball, and so this month the contribution is going up to 
£3 towards the cost of lunch, the hall and wool.  The Benefice 

continues to pay the cost of postage to Kenya and the last posting was £60.  Without 
Benefice support we wouldn't be able to continue and our thanks go to everyone for 
subsidising us.            Carol 



Thought for October 
 

Harvest time.... 
It is that time for “ploughing the fields and scattering the good seed which is fed 
and watered by God's almighty hand”, as the Harvest hymn puts it. Our churches 
will be full for Thanksgiving Services and Suppers to remind us of God's provision 
for us. These celebrations happen in church, in village/church halls, and schools 
(and Stower Provost School is no exception here). These joyful celebrations occur 
regularly every autumn, but we need to remind ourselves that we are but 
stewards of God's provisions. God is working with mankind, but nothing is 
guaranteed for the future. 
 

Therefore, it behoves us to nurture and protect our environment, and this lesson is 
quite rightly proclaimed nationally and internationally from the roof-tops. So, as 
we celebrate and rejoice in the bounty that this lovely part of Dorset produces, 
may we also look outwards to see what we can do to preserve God's wonderful 
world in the face of forest destruction, sea pollution, fracking and unpredictable 
climate changes. 
 

 Celebrate – yes; but let us also work and pray for the future. 
 

        Anthony 

Prayer for the Month 
 

Lord, make us more thankful for what we receive; 
more content with what we have; 
more caring of our environment, 

and more mindful of other people in need, 
for the sake of the one who loved in poverty, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 



Stour Vale Benefice 
Remembrance Services 

 

A Service of Reflection for Remembrance 
 

Saturday 9th November 
  7pm 
Stour Provost Church 
 
 

 

A quiet service of prayers, readings and music with a short 
Act of Remembrance.   All are welcome. 

 

Remembrance Sunday Service 
 

Sunday 10th November 
10:30am—East Stour Church 

 

Remembrance Day Services 
 

Monday 11th November—10:45am 
Buckhorn Weston Church 

Kington Magna War Memorial 


