
Cake & Contemplation 
A monthly House Group for the Benefice 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace at the 
end of the day with the evening service of 

Compline, a Pause for Thought with music, 
some silent time for prayer and reflection, all followed (for those 

who wish to) by a chat over tea and cake. 
 

Monday 10th June 
7:30pm at the Vicarage All Welcome! 

The Benefice Service 
will be held on 

 

 Sunday 9th June11:00am 
At West Stour 

 

Come and join us as we worship 
together.   

 

5th Sunday Benefice Communion 
(Iona Service) 

 

Sunday 30th June 
11:00am 

 

Buckhorn Weston Village Hall 
 

All Welcome 

 



From the Vicar 
 

We are led by the Lord! 
 

As I write this letter I have just returned from presiding at a 
funeral and a thought came to me about how much we 
know about the future.  The answer of course is absolutely 
nothing.  As Christians we believe that there is a certain 
future with Christ in heaven but as for life here on earth, no 
matter how secure and certain we are of getting out of bed 
in the morning this may never happen.  
 

We therefore always need to be ready to meet the unexpected and indeed must 
always be in communion with Christ in case that happens.  Back in 2006 Barbara 
and I left our home, family and church in Birmingham to start a new venture in 
Herefordshire.  Little did we know what lay in store for us.  We came from a largish 
church in the south of the city, where I led services and was a licensed Reader. 
Barbara sang in the choir, which she had been part of since the age of eight and we 
knew everybody who attended week by week, with an average attendance of over 
120.  Suddenly we knew nobody, the attendance was only about thirty and there 
were only three or four in the choir.  I have to say that we loved it and after so 
much prayer for our future were certain that this was the place for us to be.  We 
had been led by the Lord and had opened our hearts to His will.  
 

You would imagine that after my training and subsequent ordination that we 
imagined that our future would be here until we retired.  But as a close friend once 
said to us “tell God that you have a plan, then stand back and listen to the 
laughter”.  God of course had other ideas and we found ourselves scanning the 
Church Times for vacancies and eventually ended up in sunny Dorset.  The rest, at 
the moment, is history but we both feel that we were led to this wonderful group 
of parishes.  In a way so much similar to Herefordshire and yet in many instances 
so different.  Yet we must remain as being led by God.  
 

In the last two years or so there have been many changes.  People have left the 
group, for many reasons, and some have joined.  Services and service leaders have 
been adjusted and I believe that we are now a closer group of parishes.  But I also 
feel that we are being led by the Lord and are open to new ideas.  To enable us to 
preserve the Church in Stour Vale we must take what is the best of our heritage 
and add to it new ideas for the future.  But we must always do this in prayer.   
 

Continued ... 



From the Vicar—continued 
 

We must never assume that the future will be a mirror image of the past and that 
the church family will wake each morning exactly as it was the night before.  We 
must be willing to be led by the Lord and we must be in communion with him at all 
times.  What we should never do is tell God that we have a plan and ignore the 
laughter because the future of the Church belongs to God.  After all it is His 
Church. 
 

May God lead you on your journey. 
 

         Richard 

STOUR VALE WALKERS 
Please join us for a five mile walk on Saturday morning June 29th 
from Kington Magna to Nyland, leaving Kington Magna church at 

10am and returning by 12:30pm.   
 

Limited parking available by the church (postcode SP8 5EG), so 
please share transport where possible.  Well behaved dogs (on 

leads please) welcome. There will be stiles and probably livestock. 
 

More details at https://www.stourvalewalkers.uk/ or contact Martin via email 
stours.footpaths@gmail.com or by phone 07816-498544. 

 

But is this too far?  No problem, perhaps you would you like to join us for 
 

Walking for Health 
 

Walking for Health is a national programme providing a variety of walks from 30 
minutes to 90 minutes.   We organise walks on a Tuesday afternoon in Gillingham and 

Wednesday morning in Shaftesbury and there are more short walks elsewhere in 
North Dorset.   

 

Please contact Martin (details above) if you would like to know more. 
We are very sociable!  Or you can find more information at 

https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/walkfinder/north-dorset-walking-for-health 
 

        Martin Hibbert 

Knit and Natter 
Our next meeting, is Thursday 27th June.  We meet at our usual 
time, 11:30am to 1:30pm, starting with coffee and followed by a 
soup lunch, in Fifehead Magdalen village hall.  Blue wool will be 
available.  
     Carol 

https://www.stourvalewalkers.uk/
mailto:stours.footpaths@gmail.com
https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/walkfinder/north-dorset-walking-for-health


Peter  
(Mt 26:71-75, John21:15-18) 
 

I don’t know the man. 
I don’t know Him. 
I don’t know Him.  
 

But I did. 
From the moment I turned to Him, 
That day by the Sea,  
I knew Him, 
Knew He was the Lord. 
 

I so wanted to serve Him, 
Speak for Him, 
Follow Him,  
Fish for Him 
Live and give my life for Him 
No matter what.  
 

He is the Lord  
And I let him down 
Again and again and again. 
I go on letting Him down. 
 

But Jesus, 
Who knows the best and worst of me, 
Who knows how I rush in and blurt out, 
Mix and mess things, 
Fail and fall asleep, 
Who feels the agony of the denied one, 
Understands the agony of the one who denies. 
 

He is the Lord 
And He forgives 
Again, and again and again. 
He goes on forgiving. 
 

Feed my lambs, 
Take care of my sheep 
Feed my sheep. 
 

By Daphne Kitching 

29th June is St. Peter’s day  



View from the Vicarage  
Well, I’ve managed to wrestle the computer off 
Sweep after her debut as guest columnist and, 
while she reclines on her comfy chair, I am back at 
my post.  Mozart’s “Requiem” has just been on 
Classic FM – a wonderful piece and yet one that, 
to my ear, doesn’t seem to sit quite right.  I think 
it’s because Mozart died before it was finished 
and it was later famously completed by Franz 
Sussmayr. People don’t generally like things that aren’t finished and music 
scholars are always keen to complete uncompleted works in what they believe is 
the composer’s style.  But genius is genius and one can almost hear the dividing 
line where Mozart’s pen was laid aside and Sussmayr later took over.  Sussmayr 
may have had some idea of what Mozart had intended from fragments and notes, 
but would the effect of the great composer have been stronger if the work had 
been allowed to remain unfinished - and perhaps be the more poignant for it….? 
 

It reminded me of a visit His Reverence and I made to an exhibition of paintings by 
Chris Gollon at Hereford Cathedral a few years ago.  Gollon has an incredibly 
individual style of painting; his figures are very chunky, the faces quite gaunt and 
the eyes large and accentuated, no doubt to emphasise the strong emotions being 
portrayed.  Not something I would wish to have on my wall permanently but art is 
always personal and provokes opinion.  That is its true value. 
 

However, one portrait did touch me.  It was the only canvas that wasn’t a finished 
painting but a preliminary sketch for a later work of Mary Magdalene at the foot 
of the cross.  In black ink on a white canvas, all you could see was the base of the 
cross and Mary lying on the ground, her two hands clasped around the wooden 
post.  I found this sketch extremely moving and I spent a long time standing 
looking at it as other visitors paused briefly and moved on.  Later, in the Cathedral 
shop, I found a card showing the completed painting and was surprised to find 
that I much preferred the simple ink sketch.  Somehow the extra colour and 
background detracted from the sorrow and anguish of the despairing figure lying 
at the foot of the cross of her loved one.  I remember wondering whether the 
unfinished item sometimes speaks louder.  Can the skeleton image, free of added 
detail and decoration, touch us more deeply because of its incomplete simplicity?  
 

Maybe these examples should be a comfort to us because, in a way, we are all 
incomplete.  We are God’s works in progress, hopefully improving all the time 
through his gentle guiding, but perfection will not come until we enter that 
undiscovered country and meet him face to face.  As St Augustine says, “our 
hearts are restless until they find their rest in thee”.  But that’s OK because, as 
Chris Gollon’s sketch proved, great works of art can sometimes have far more 
impact when they haven’t yet been finished, and maybe so can we! 

       Love Barbara  


