
 

Benefice of Stour Vale 
Messy Church 

The next one will be Sunday 14th April—
3:00pm in KM Village Hall—Easter will be 

the theme. 
We look forward to welcoming youngsters and their families. 

Do come and join us. 

The Benefice Service 
will be held on 

 

Palm Sunday 14th April 11:00am 
At East Stour 

 

Come and join us as we worship 
together.   

 

For further information about this service 
please see page 13. 

 

Benefice Communion 
Sunday 28th April 

11:00am 
Kington Magna 

 

All welcome 



From the Vicar 
The party is open to everyone. 

 

“As a village priest it is a privilege to be part of many family 
celebrations.  Images of weddings, bridegrooms and feasts 
are often used by Jesus to point to the fullness of life in 
God’s kingdom.  Mediterranean weddings last days not 
hours; they are open to all.  Do we see our Christian lives as 
a celebration or a chore?  Do others in our communities 
see that the invitation from God is open to all, not just a 
few.” Rev.d Simon Weeden.  
 

I can totally agree with the above but would also like to add to it.  As a priest in 
seven parishes I can very much see the joys and sorrows of family life.  Whilst 
writing this letter I am also involved in preparing for a Baptism, giving thanks for 
the safe arrival of a new infant, praying for this newly extended family and also 
giving gratitude for the skills of the doctors and nurses who took a major part in 
the beginning of this new life.  It will be a privilege to bring this child into the life of 
the church. 
 

I am also at the start of the marriage season, a wonderful, joyous occasion when I 
can help bring together a couple into a new family.  This is done in the sight of God 
in one of his church buildings and before numerous members of the two families 
along with many guests.  The churches will overflow with people, colour and jollity 
as we mark this special event.  It is not just the uniting of two people but also the 
amalgamation of two families, the beginning of a new way of life for all involved. 
 

Amongst all this fun and frivolity there is also much sadness as we say goodbye to 
loved ones whose time on earth has come to an end.  This is a time of sorrow but 
can also be an occasion of remembering the good times, the laughter, the fun and 
the wonderful things that have occurred in people’s lives.  It is also a time of hope 
when as Christians we believe that the deceased will be accepted into the eternal 
light of heaven. For any of us who lead funeral services it is a time when we are 
invited into the inner sanctum of a grieving family.  It is a humbling time when we 
can see the power of God working in people’s hearts and minds, helping all of us to 
overcome great pain and loss. 
 

Continued ... 



From the Vicar—continued 
With all of the above I reiterate the question from Simon Weeden, “Do we see our 
Christian lives as a celebration or a chore? Do others in our communities see that 
the invitation from God is open to all, not just a few.” No one said that being a 
Christian was going to be easy but I sincerely hope that following Christ will never 
be just a chore. As we come to this season of Easter we must surely celebrate the 
death and resurrection of our Saviour but we must also spread the word that the 
invitation from God is for everyone. So often church can be seen as a local club 
where only a few are invited to attend. Church is for anyone who wishes to partake 
and so during this Easter season do come along and give it a try. I guarantee that 
you will be made welcome at all of our services. From the procession of Palms 
remembering the entry into Jerusalem, through the services of Holy week (see 
page 11 for details) onto the great celebration of Holy Saturday with the vigil and 
communion service to Easter day itself, where there will be a service in all of our 
churches, as we give thanks for the resurrection and the start of over two 
thousand years of being part of the church of Christ. 
 

May I wish you all a happy and blessed Easter, be you a church goer or not, and 
may we all celebrate with one another as we come together as a group of 
communities in this wonderful county of Dorset because the party is open to 
everyone. 
 

         Richard 
 

 

Funerals : 
Monday 18th March Len Piper  West Stour (Yeovil Crematorium) 
 

Friday 22nd March  Ivor Jones   Stour Provost 
 

Wednesday 27th March Betty Blundy  East Stour 
 

Friday 29th March  Patsy Lidsey Fifehead Magdalen (Salisbury Crematorium)  
    (There will be a Thanksgiving service for Patsy on Friday  
    26th April at St Mary’s, Stalbridge at 2:30pm) 
 

      May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

From The Registers 



A Thought for April 
 

I am sure that it is no coincidence that Holy Week and Easter fall in Spring – the 
season of darkness to light and the dawn of rebirth. For the winter months much 
of the natural world hunkers down deep in the earth, seemingly dead and buried, 
only to burst forth again as warmth and life awakens it.  If ever there was a mirror 
to Jesus’ story, this must be it. 
 

Holy Week will soon be upon us and I urge you to take the opportunity to travel 
with us on this dramatic and moving journey towards Easter.  There is a service 
each day to help us to reflect on the events of this momentous week and prepare 
ourselves gradually for the glory of Easter.  To begin, Anthony will be leading us in 
the beautiful service of Compline, I will be inviting you to reflect in words and 
music on “The Things He Carried” and Carol will guide us along “The way of the 
Cross”.  Then, the major services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday take us into 
the darkness and gradually out again through the wonderful liturgy of Holy 
Saturday.  Do seek out the times and venues elsewhere in the magazine. 
 

St John tells us that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb “while it was still dark” but 
we then hear how the new light of Christ came there to meet her.  Let us follow in 
her footsteps right through Holy Week so that, in faith, we can say with her on 
Easter morning “I have seen the Lord”. 
 

Barbara Priest 

Prayer for the month 
 

Into the dark world the snowdrop comes, 
a blessing of hope and peace, 
carrying within it a green heart:  
symbol of God’s renewing love. 
 

Lord, come into our darkness, 
for dark and light are alike to you. 
May nature’s signs of hope  
remind us of your hope  
and lighten our journey into the joy of Easter. 
 
Amen. 

 



     

HOLY WEEK 
 
 
 
 
Monday 15th  7:00pm  Compline      Kington Magna 

Tuesday 16th  7:00pm The Things He Carried  Todber 

Wednesday 17th  7:00pm The Way of the Cross  East Stour 

Thursday 18th  7:00pm Maundy Thursday Communion West Stour 

Friday 19th    10:30am Good Friday Morning Service Buckhorn 

   2:00pm Good Friday Meditation  Stour Provost 

Saturday 20th  8:00pm Easter Vigil & Communion Buckhorn 
(Each church is asked to bring their Paschal Candle to be lit at this service 

and then taken to their own church on Easter Sunday morning.) 
 

Easter Sunday   
9:15am Communion at West Stour 
  Communion by Extension at Stour   
  Provost & Todber 
 

10:30am Easter Morning Worship at Buckhorn 
 

11am  Communion at Kington Magna 
  Communion by Extension at East Stour  

  & Fifehead Magdalen 

 
 
 
 
 

 

April 3rd  - Do you repent of your sins? 
April 10th  - Do you renounce evil? 

The 
Vicarage 
7:30pm 

Fifehead 
Magdalen 
2:30pm 



Cake & Contemplation 
A monthly House Group for the Benefice 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace 
at the end of the day with the evening service of 
Compline, a Pause for Thought with music, some 

silent time for prayer and reflection,  
all followed (for those who wish to) by a chat over 

tea, coffee and cake. 
 

Next gathering: Monday 8th April 

7:30pm at the Vicarage – All Welcome! 

Palm Sunday and  
The Life of Christ 

 

On Palm Sunday (when there is no 
sermon) I will be showing slides of The 
Life of Christ, which is performed each 
year in June at Wintershall, near 
Guildford.  It depicts the entire Life of 
Christ, from birth to resurrection, and 
is performed by a few hundred actors in a large park near Guildford.   
 

I am happy to arrange an "AwayDay" there on Tuesday 18th June, travelling 
by car or minibus (depending on numbers). We will need to leave soon after 
7:30am and will return about 6.00pm; bring a picnic lunch with you.  If you 
might be interested do make sure you come to our Palm Sunday Benefice 
Service on April 14th. 

    Anthony. 
 

www.wintershall.org.uk/life-christ  

https://www.wintershall.org.uk/life-christ

